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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the educational units of the third category cur-
riculum in kindergartens in the light of cultural security concepts, and define
the degree of inclusion of cultural security concepts in this curriculum in the
Syrian Arab Republic, also to identify the most types of activities in which cul-
tural security concepts were included. This study depends on a list of cultur-
al security concepts that designed and presented to the arbitrators. Following
their feedback, the analysis format designed to analyze the third category cur-
riculum accordingly.

The tool applied to the kindergarten curriculum in Damascus during the sec-
ond semester of 2024. The research sample consisted of all the units and ac-
tivities included in the curriculum of the third category of kindergartens. The
results obtained:

1. The percentage of cultural security concepts represented in kindergarten
curricula was generally average. In addition, (46%) of the curriculum units and
activities developed cultural security concepts in general.

2. The concepts of "Arabic language" had the largest share in the curriculum
compared to the rest of the concepts; as it received (21%) of the times it ap-
peared in the curriculum, which is the largest percentage, while the concepts
of "heritage" received the least number of times it appeared in the kindergarten
curriculum, as it received only (2%) of the times it appeared.

3. The first semester curriculum seeks to develop cultural security concepts
in a balanced manner with the second semester curriculum; as (51%) of the
repetitions were in favor of the first semester curriculum, and only (49%) were
in favor of the second semester.

4. Linguistic activities were the most activities that included in the curricu-
lum. (42%) of the frequencies were received through these types of activities.

Keywords: cultural security concepts.
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Abstract:

Muslim immigrant families residing in European countries experience a
unique situation, facing pressures from Western laws, cultural norms, the
dominance of globalization values, and the influence of the digital sphere. This
necessitates a deep examination of this situation from various perspectives
through a study that addresses the fundamental issue of possible coexistence
mechanisms between Muslim families and the reality of immigration in Euro-
pean countries.

This study seeks to answer pressing questions such as: What is the val-
ue-based constraints faced by Muslim families in European host countries? How
do religious values contribute to protecting them from excessive assimilation
into Western cultures? To what extent do religious institutions in these coun-
tries contribute to preserving the Islamic identity of families, including parents
and children? How can Islamic principles achieve a balance between respecting
shared values in European host countries, such as citizenship and social contri-
bution, and preserving the privacy of Muslim families and the relationships that
govern their members internally and externally in relation to the non-Muslim
majority environment?

This research aims to study the reality of contemporary Muslim families in
the European diaspora, their major challenges, the initiatives taken to achieve
the desired balance between religious identity and the demands of life in West-
ern societies, and how to improve the efficiency of this balance by relying on
the principles of the Islamic religion by returning to the legislative sources, pri-
marily the Quran and the Sunnah.

Keywords: religion - Muslim family - European diaspora - immunization - val-

ues - morals
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Abstract :

The research that we propose studies the issue of "Digital Violence in
Social Media". In fact, "Digital Violence" is considered an important research
focus today on a global level, with UNESCO, that works to urge researchers,
organizations, and other entities to give it the necessary importance. Our
research is theoretical, and it examines the conceptual transition of the issue of
"violence" from physical world contexts to the digital space, specifically to social
media platforms. It raises the following main problem: Why has social media
become a nurturing environment for digital violence today? This main problem
gives rise to three sub-questions:

e\What are the manifestations of digital violence on the Internet?

e\What are the factors causing the emergence and growth of the phenomenon
of digital violence on the Internet?

*What is the impact of digital violence in social media on individuals and
society?

To answer the inquiries of our research, we rely on the Constructivist
Approach to contemplate the construction path of "digital violence" in the
virtual community and examine the challenges of establishing authentic
societal values in social communication processes on the Internet. Additionally,
our research is based on the Analytic Method, which helps us to understand
the phenomenon of digital violence in social media by revisiting a history of
practices that contradict societal values on the Internet. Our research aims to
represent the challenges faced by individuals and society in addressing the
phenomenon of digital violence on social media to create spaces with ethical
dimensions, and to consider effective solutions to establish digital security in
social communication spaces.

Keywords : Digital violence, Smart violence, Virtual World, Social engineering,
Digital violence Sociology, Digital citizenship, Smart revolution, Digital
media literacy, Artificial intelligence, Metaverse, Vitual reality, Augmented
reality.
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Abstract

The contemporary Islamic society faces great challenges posed by the rap-
idly evolving technological reality, especially in the era of the information and
communication technology revolution that has become an important part of
social life. Cultural globalization has posed a real threat to cultural security, with
its dense and deep external penetration of other cultures. Its relentless quest
to create a single universal culture that governs the peoples of the world, and
tries to impose the Western and American cultural model, which threatens the
cultural security of societies, foremost of which is the Islamic society.

The family is the basic building block in the social structure and the first in-
cubator for integration and solidarity among its members, and it is the only
way to develop and progress, and the entity that preserves values from loss
and extinction, which makes it vulnerable to cultural penetration in light of the
development in information and communication technology and technolog-
ical media. Its threat exposes the entire society to collapse, as it represents
an integrated social system that plays an important role in the upbringing of
generations and in facing cultural and other challenges. Social media platforms
become an essential part of daily communication, and they play a pivotal role
in family and social upbringing, which gave them a great ability to guide the
compass of the family and social path and its impact on the quality of those
relationships in light of the challenges of cultural globalization and its dangers
to the Islamic identity and its characteristics, and its threat to penetrate the so-
cial and cultural structure. Hence, threatening and disrupting the entire cultural
security system through abnormal behavioral trends and moral degradation,
and promoting Western values that are contrary to Islamic culture that destroy
the family structure, by trying to impose the Western model in various aspects
of life. Therefore, the study, relying on the descriptive and analytical approach,
tried to seek to reveal the dangers posed by cultural globalization and its soft
tools, as a direct threat to the Islamic cultural system in general, and the Islamic
family system in particular.

Keywords: culture, cultural globalization, cultural security, soft war, family.
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Abstract

Society today is experiencing wide-ranging challenges because of the cultur-
al invasion that is ravaging its social structure and all its institutions <especially
the family institution <which represents the pillar of society and the reason for
its permanence and continuation. Liquid modernity has provided opportuni-
ties for foreign cultures to cast their shadows on the thoughts and aspirations
of individuals <which has created blatant weakness. In adhering to the values:
customs and traditions adopted by the family, conflicts and thorny psycholog-
ical and social problems surfaced <and contributed to the birth of phenomena
strange to the culture of Iragi society because of direct contact with the cultures
of other societies through cybernetic facilities that allow everyone <at any time«
to obtain various knowledge and information without the slightest censorships
which results in many obstacles facing the generations and creates gaps be-
tween them and their families ¢such as the difficulty of accepting the ideas and
trends held by the parents, which burdens them with the task of proper edu-
cation and upbringing of their children <because «simply put <Today we live in
an era of gossip and an era in which all goods and merchandise <both bad and
fat, are circulated «<which burdens everyone in the face of new difficulties and
challenges.
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Abstract

The issue of narcotics is considered one of the most significant challenges
facing the Iraqi family, which represents the primary pillar in the formation of
society. Targeting it fundamentally means targeting its religious identity, spiritual
character, and sound human nature, with the serious repercussions that follow
on the state’s security, economic, and health realities. Additionally, it threatens
the social stability of the Muslim family and undermines sustainable develop-
ment in the state, including efforts aimed at eradicating or reducing poverty.
Prior to 2003, Iraq, due to its geographical location, was a corridor for interna-
tional drug trade, with shipments crossing its borders towards the Gulf, coming
from Central Asia and Afghanistan, passing through Iran and Iraqg. Despite this,
Iraq did not record an increase in drug use rates, and only minimal consumption
was noted, due to the covert control of the previous regime’s security appara-
tus over drug trade and smuggling, as part of the political war waged by the for-
mer regime against neighboring countries. This was compounded by the high
prices of narcotics compared to the low purchasing power of the Iragi citizen
due to the embargo and difficult economic conditions.

After 2003, several internal and external factors contributed to the spread of
narcotics in Irag, reaching a state of oversupply. In addition to the difficult secu-
rity challenges facing the Iragi government, some foreign entities and countries
worked to flood the Iragi markets with narcotics, causing an unprecedented rise
in addiction rates, accompanied by an increase in the level of criminal offenses
in the country. Therefore, the relevant government authorities attempted to
mitigate the negative effects of the narcotics scourge and its repercussions on
society by developing a comprehensive national strategy covering all legislative,
security, health, and social aspects, and by concluding numerous agreements
to enhance international and regional cooperation to combat drug trafficking,
promotion, and smuggling gangs, hoping to reach a drug-free society that lays
the necessary legal foundations to preserve Iraqi Muslim families and save fu-
ture generations.
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Abstract

The integration of artificial intelligence into everyday life is rapidly acceler-
ating due to its multifaceted applications. While its widespread use offers nu-
merous benefits, it also poses significant risks and challenges. With capabilities
such as personalized behavior adaptation and consistent performance, Al can
seamlessly integrate with human-interaction simulations (e.g., speech, facial,
and bodily expressions, whether physical or digital). In the near future, Al has
the potential to replace human emotional connections, particularly in an era
characterized by increasing human isolation.

This descriptive-analytical study investigates strategies to mitigate the po-
tential harms of replacing human familial emotional relationships with Al. De-
spite the profound significance of family values in Islamic and West Asian cul-
tures, this issue has not been adequately explored in isolation.

The primary objective of this research is to propose solutions and strategies
for achieving a more balanced integration of Al while safeguarding familial re-
lationships. To this end, and after identifying potential challenges in child-par-
ent and spousal relationships, practical solutions are suggested, focusing on the
programming of Al databases and human training.
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avatar, that provide an excellent example of all this.

Ready Player One is an articulate piece of storytelling that underscores the
liberating and destabilizing effects of digital identities in VR. While the OASIS
empowers Wade to experience his “best self” through Parzival, it also complicates
his self-perception, creating conflicts bearing upon his real-world relationships
and psychological stability. Cline’s novel is an overt reflection of ongoing social
dialogue concerning the role of VR and digital identities, where concern is for how
the digital worlds influence real-world values, relationships, and the search for
authenticity. Through Wade, Cline brings to light the very double nature of VR
spaces as sanctuaries for self-exploration and areas where one’s real-life physical
existence may be alienated. But in the final analysis, Ready Player One argues that,
for all transformative capacity, genuine self-understanding and connection have
their roots in the real world.

Moreover, families either support or impede the realistic identity formation
of individuals. Healthy family discourse can result in a confident and realistic
identity combining self-worth and similar values. However, when families apply
misconceived or incompatible interrogations, they will sever identity connections
and psychological trauma will take its toll. So, findings from attachment theory,
psychosocial developmental stages, and the formation of identity bring out this
paradox on the effect of the family in the identity whereby good family systems
help in the realization of an established identity while bad dynamics within the

family bring about identity crises.
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their offline personas.

But the psychological and emotional price of such immersion in virtual identity
shines as brightly in the novel. Through the disparity between Wade’s virtual and
real-life personalities, Cline sees the dilemmas of getting too entangled with one’s
digital self. The concept of the “extended self”, introduced by Turkle (2011), may
help understand this relationship, in the sense that one’s digital identities are not
simple fiction but extensions of the core identity. Wade’s attachment to Parzival
is an indication of this theory, as he finds more purpose and validation through
his digital relatedness than through real-life events. In this case, however, such
attachment brings about inner conflict as Wade experiences self-discrepancy
“actual self” versus “ideal self” in Higgins’ terms (1987). This tension brings
psychological stress to bear. It reveals that, though digital identities can be a place
of refuge and fulfillment, they can also create dissonance, especially when one’s
virtual identity appears to be truer than one’s physical existence.

The novel uses the idea of the infantile pleasure one finds in the virtual world.
This emanates from what Katz and Foulkes (1962) would see as a protective use of
the medium against limitations imposed by society or the self. For Wade and many
others, the OASIS serves as a psychological escape from a most chaotic dystopian
society suffering from economic instability and social decay. The sense of control,
adventure, and meaning in his life that Wade finds in the digital world allows him
to escape the reality of his dreary real-life existence. But Cline seems to suggest
that too much reliance on escapism can have its negative aspects.

In due course of events, the development of self-perception in the course of
Wade’s personality fluctuation between his real self and idealized avatar is not
unlike an image seen in a mirror held up by the experience of Parzival; in it, he
does not perceive his real self, though he does see a desired image in which he
finds gratification, and at the same time realizes his real-life inadequacies. This
is exactly what is meant by Lacan’s fragmented self, and it implies the following
idea: identity in VR spaces is very liquid, and it can be easily changeable and
often construed primarily by personal fictions and social expectations. Indeed, it

is Wade’s existential crises, involving the level of emotional attachment with his
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foreclosure whereby a person forces himself into identity dictated by external
expectations other than internally held values. This will lead to what Marcia
describes as self-discrepancy or a state of anxiety with low self-esteem due to a
mismatch between who the real self is and who it is supposed to be.

Identity formation is further impacted by family values and beliefs, with
weighty implications on realistic self-conception. According to the ecological
systems theory of Bronfenbrenner (1979), family culture and beliefs form a part
of the microsystem that shapes identity individually. Congruency of family values
with individual personal beliefs enhances smooth identity development since it
corresponds with family expectations and personal authenticity. Incongruence
would lead individuals to often suffer cognitive dissonance-cum-psychological
discomfort that may lead to identity crises or inauthenticity, as posited by Festinger
(1957).

4.Conclusion

In Ready Player One, Ernest Cline considers the profound effects that virtual
reality would have on the notion of individual identity and self-perception by using
the OASIS, a fully immersive, digital setting whereby he expounds how human
experience comes to be shaped by the virtual environment. Through his character
Wade Watts and Parzival, his avatar, Cline elaborates on the complexities of digital
identities, bringing to light the potential of such identities to empower as well as
the psychological difficulties they portend.

The central hypothesis is what is achieved through transforming digital identity.
The authors Yee and Bailenson (2007) refer to such changes as the Proteus Effect, a
changeinWade’sbehaviorandfeeling of self-esteem driven mainly by characteristics
of his avatar, Parzival. The courage and power from the transformation undergone
by the character while inside OASIS are truly impossible for him to experience
in the real world. This particular transformation brings out the deeper meaning
of the virtual worlds, in that they allow individuals to be versions of themselves
that in reality would be mere aspirations. Parzival, to Wade, is not a mere person
but also a channel for self-expression and self-development, showing how virtual

identities can enable users to have idealized versions of themselves, thus affecting
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realistic identity. For instance, it has usually been seen as the key setting whereby
identity is nurtured to a point where individuals have a self-concept and how they
relate to others within society. Erikson posited that during adolescence, which he
termed the critical stage of life concerning psychosocial development, identity
should be formed under the influence of the family and support systems (Erikson,
1968). In this way, family relations lay the foundation for firm identity creation
through nurturing self-confidence and psychological stability, as well as social role
understanding. If families provide a balance between autonomy and support,
individuals very often gain realistic and stable self-perceptions developing what
Erikson referred to as ego identity.

Another vital contribution of attachment theory to development is the
requirement of good early family relations for later healthy attachments and,
thus, identity development (Bowlby, 1988). When attachment styles are of the
secure type, often thanks to regular family support, people feel free to probe their
identities and self-concepts and come to have a pretty realistic self. The supportive
family provides the individual with challenges from a base of self-worth and security
that results in a proper identity, and one which is not so vulnerable to pressures
of seeking external validation. Research has shown that children who are securely
attached to their caregivers have higher self-esteem and better stability in their
sense of identity as opposed to those who are insecurely attached (Ainsworth et
al., 1978).

Thus, healthy families are those that allow a proper identity formation process,
support change, and the building of relationships in later phases of life. Finally,
yet importantly, family dynamics could halt realistic identity formation. Sroufe,
Egeland, and Carlson (1999) have pointed out that a dysfunctional family might
promote maladaptive identity development: people with low self-esteem derive
their self-worth from how others value them. The Bandura (1977) social learning
theory views family members as role models for behavior through the positive
and negative interactions within the family that the children are exposed to. For
example, the expectation of rigid or authoritarian parents can force roles upon

people that cut across their grain or true selves eventually leading to identity
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charismatic, competent, and self-assured, all while these characteristics clash with
his real-world limitations. OASIS provides Wade with a channel of self-expression,
allowing him to experiment with yet more characteristics, but it also undermines
his sense of authenticity as he increasingly feels torn between who he is and who
he wishes to be.

This identity dissociation can thus be viewed as one of the psychological outcomes
of virtual environments. This echoes Sherry Turkle’s concept of the “second self,” in
her words, “the extended self attaches itself to the basic identity in synchronous
duality that is nearly impossible to reconcile” (qtd in Lister et al. p. 171). Wade’s real-
life self feels a connection with Parzival that transcends the digital personification,
making the virtual character an empirical expression of the self. As long as he
maintains this identification with Parzival, there will be some psychological comfort
for Wade, but at the same time, it will deepen his discontent with his real-life self
and prevent him from identifying with his offline equivalent. Such a split eventually
leads one to question what kind of emotional toll one incurs when one lives across
two selves as Wade increasingly becomes alienated from his offline reality.

The split identity of Wade as depicted in the novel underscores the power and
peril of virtual worlds in forming the self-concept. In a way, Wade can redefine
himself within OASIS. However, the deeper he moves into living the life of his
avatar, the more he stands to lose his real-world self. The increasing detachment
from reality that Wade is currently experiencing underscores the revelation of
how virtual identities may outshine offline existence by creating dependence on
digital space, which further isolates individuals from real-life connections and
the possibility of personal growth “I would sit there and breathe the unfiltered
city air for a while, feeling the wind on my skin. Then | would scale the barrier and
hurl myself over the side” (Cline, 2011, p. 239). Wade’s experience highlights the
central tension of digital identity theory: while virtual environments support self-
exploration and personal development, they simultaneously produce a potentially
fragmented identity that can be alienating to our real selves.

The psychology, sociology, and family studies literature has thoroughly

examined the contribution of the family to either enriching or impoverishing
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person and an avatar in OASIS, Parzival. This kind of fragmentation resonates with
the wider themes of digital identity theory, as virtual settings allow for numerous,
often conflicting, selves. As Wade assumes more and more that false self in the
persona, he must find ways to cope with the demands of some sense of coherent
identity: the very experience that attests to the enormous psychological attractions
and dangers of living between worlds.

Wade’s real-life identity is all about limitation and isolation. His dwelling in
a squalid dystopia robs him of the little control over his environment and even
makes him mostly unnoticeable by others. Yet, when he is Parzival within OASIS,
he becomes powerful, confident, and admired. His virtual status as Parzival gives
Wade a feeling of empowerment and recognition that he cannot otherwise find in
his physical life. Wade reflects on his two identities by noting: “In the OASIS, | was a
famous gunter, a world-class badass. In real life, | was just another broke, powerless
teenager” (Cline, 2011, p. 27). This statement underscores the enormous gulf
between his online and offline selves, emphasizing how dramatically different life
becomes for him inside the OASIS.

This fragmentation can perhaps be approached through Jacques Lacan’s reading
of his mirror stage, which reads identity as initially constituted by a recognition
of self as an othered image in the mirror. On OASIS, being a virtual space, its
avatars are mirrors. Wade’s avatar is one such reflective idealization of the self
that represents qualities Wade finds desirable but which he cannot embody in
his physical life. Lacan’s analysis implies that such idealized self-reflection must
produce a sense of the split within oneself as an individual tries to make real and
perfect this “othered” version (Lacan, 1968, p. 83). For Wade, a fuller identification
with Parzival would produce this very tension, intensifying the psychological split
between real and virtual personae.

Another phenomenon, that relates to the identity fragmentation experienced
by Wade, is the Proteus Effect. Yee and Bailenson (2007) define the Proteus Effect as
a consequence in which behavioral changes with the users are a result of behaving
like their avatars, making them base their behavioral shifts on their virtual self-

concept. Wade begins to internalize an avatar in the likeness of Parzival, who is
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media to escape from personal and social pressures. For Wade, the OASIS presents
feelings of liberty, power, and validation that are absent in his offline life. He
describes the OASIS as “the only place where | felt like | had any control” (Cline,
2011, p. 33). These words reveal the fact that through the virtual world, he can
attain agency and, thus, fulfilment— aspects of life that were absent outside the
game. The fact that he depends on virtual escapism speaks for a much larger trend
in contemporary society where humans are increasingly seeking asylum within
digital spaces.

This closely aligns with Sherry Turkle’s (2011) interpretation of the “second self”
as a digital persona that at once expresses your inner desires and serves, as well
as a place for self-exploration (p. 165). For Wade, Parzival is the avatar through
which he discovers an idealized self, projected with those qualities he wishes he
had in actual life. As Parzival, Wade is confident, competent, and enjoys a degree
of social respect, a far cry from his real persona. This provides Wade with a sense
of purpose within the community of gunters and even a romantic possibility: his
digital relationship with Art3mis, another key gunter, is the basis for a meaningful
alliance. Thus, the OASIS is an escape but also a place that enables him to share
aspects of his identity with others that are otherwise cut off to him in normal life.

However, the psychological dangers of living too much inside digital forms of
escape are also brought out in Cline’s narrative. Increased involvement in the
OASIS leads Wade to lose his grip on reality and hence suffer a decline in his offline
relationships. He does so by becoming more and more dependent on success
and status in the OASIS through Parzival. This has begun to show an even greater
dependency on his virtual self. Such a dependency would seem to support Turkle’s
concern that while digital worlds may offer solace, they can also create paths to
real connection and self-acceptance, thus building dependence on idealized virtual
identities at the cost of real-world growth (Turkle, 2011).

In Ready Player One, Ernest Cline explores divided identity at great length
through the life of the protagonist, Wade Watts, who shuttles between an actual
world and a virtual one called OASIS. The duality of existence gives birth to

fractured identity where a person’s sense of self, or Wade, oscillates with an offline
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(Cline, 2011, p. 198).

The concept of identity fusion also applies to Wade’s struggle between worlds.
Identity fusion is the merging of personal and social identities in such a way that
the individual becomes virtually one with their social role or group membership
(Swann et al., 2009). As Wade begins to identify more deeply with the role of
Parzival, so his actions start to reflect more closely the attitudes and ambitions of
his virtual self, at a point where it becomes difficult to draw a boundary between
where Parzival ends and Wade begins. The more fully Wade throws himself into
the OASIS, the more he risks losing his grip on reality because the accomplishments
of Parzival become the chief source of validation and self-esteem for Wade.

The OASIS, a supposed utopia designed to allow escape from a dystopian reality,
is a paradoxical space for forming Wade’s identity. It provides an environment
where he can construct himself anew, but simultaneously only increases the gulf

o“

between his two identities. Turkle’s “second self” becomes very obvious in Wade
when he is locked into a fantasy character that perfectly embodies all his desires
but eludes any attempt at realization. In his dependence on the OASIS as an escape,
Wade simultaneously falls victim to what Turkle calls a second self, giving liberation
but entrapping the user in identities that are both idealized and unattainable. His
attachment to Parzival is liberating because it frees him from the confines of his
real-life circumstances but it also perpetuates his discontent with his offline self
and thus inhibits his ability to embrace his real-world identity fully.

In Ready Player One, Wade Watts describes the OASIS as admitting people into
a digital haven where they can run away from all their physical world miseries.
The novel is set in a dystopian future whereby the world faces economic collapse,
extensive environmental degradation, and social isolation. By Wade Watts and
hundreds of thousands of other people, the OASIS is described as one place of
refuge from the dark reality outside their lives. The OASIS is one place that extends
one’s psychological world, a place that constantly redefines identities away from
the real world’s limitations and disappointments.

Wade’s reliance on the OASIS can be understood in light of a major theme in

digital escapism; as identified by Katz and Foulkes (1962) people often turn to
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As mentioned before, the difference between Wade’s real self and his idealized
digital self as Parzival brings to light a deep psychological schism. Such qualities of
confidence, social influence, and resources are lacking in real-life Wade but are
attributed to Parzival in the OASIS. As Wade clarifies, inside OASIS he is a hero,
outside, he is nobody, he is just “company property”. The dehumanizing treatment
that he is getting, “like garbage collectors,” only worsens the identity fragmentation
that he already feels, because it amplifies the distress of living between these two
worlds.

James Halliday says:

| created the OASIS because | never felt at home in the real world. | didn’t know
how to connect with the people there. | was afraid, for all my life. Right up until |
knew it was ending. That was when | realized, as terrifying and painful as reality
can be, it’s also the only place where you can find true happiness. Because reality
is real.” (Cline, 2011, p. 346).

The connection between Wade and James Halliday, since both created the
OASIS out of a sense of alienation from the real world, suggests this sense of split
identity that Wade feels. Halliday admits, “reality is real,” which brings out the
kind of tension between Parzival, Wade’s idealized avatar, and his offline self that
Wade feels. In his navigation through OASIS, Wade lives up to qualities that were
hitherto alien to his real life; however, the ill-treatment of his physical existence
only deepens the psychological schism between his two selves.

This internal conflict thus closely aligns with the Self-Discrepancy Theory
as advanced by Higgins (1987). The theory argues that an individual tends to
harbor feelings of discomfort as long as the “actual self” and “ideal self” are not
in harmony. For Wade, his “ideal self” is represented by Parzival, while his real
persona embodies the “actual self” Hence, psychological strain develops because
self-discrepancy acts as something that fuels emotional conflicts and feelings of
inferiority in Wade’s sparse achievements within the OASIS environment, which
paradoxically demonstrates his lack of mastery of the real physical world. A more
direct strain emanating from the emotional investment in this issue of identity and

reputation is registered by Wade: “Sometimes, | felt more like Parzival than Wade”
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as ‘imaginary’ whereby individuals use their avatars to experience an idealized
version of themselves (Lacan 83). Wade admits this duality saying, “Parzival was
the person | wanted to be. Sometimes, | forgot he wasn’t really me” (Cline, 2011,
p. 198).

This psychological fragmentation is a direct reflection of Lacan’s conception of
identity: never truly unified but, instead, an image continually in the process of
being worked out toward some kind of reconciliation by the subject. Wade’s deep
identification with Parzival underscores the difficulty of upholding a coherent self-
conceptin VR, as his digital experiences come to more strongly define his very sense
of self. An over-reliance on Parzival disrupts Wade’s identity stability and so he finds
himself a fractured self, caught uneasily between reality and an imagined ideal.

In Ready Player One, the travel that protagonist Wade Watts undergoes between
the virtual world of the OASIS and his harsh real-life existence graphically illustrates
the profound struggle of self-perception and identity conflict that can result from
living between worlds. Such dual existence, where one is perpetually torn between
virtual and physical realities, is the true spirit of digital identity theory and a mirror
to many real-world experiences with online avatars and social media personas.
The psychological tension experienced by Wade in navigating these two identities
underscores the complexities of maintaining a coherent self-concept in a digital
society.

Parzival is the aspirational self of Wade, the qualities he would like to have and
admires in a person who can embody them. Parzival has the confidence, social
influence, and resources that Wade does not achieve in real life. As Wade explains,
“In the OASIS, | was a famous gunter, a world-class badass. In real life, | was just
another broke, powerless teenager” (Cline, 2011, p. 27). The emergence of such
stark contrast between offline and online personas evokes psychological distance
resulting in self-fragmentation because Wade’s perception of himself is deeply
divided between both selves:

They put a hooded winter coat on me in the lobby. They didn’t want me catching
pneumonia now that | was company property. A human resource ...The dropcops
were like garbage collectors, making their daily rounds (Cline, 2011, p. 274).
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an extension and simultaneously separate from his real self, thereby demonstrating
the psychological intricacy of virtual identity.

The OASIS serves as a psychological refuge for Wade as well as fulfilling his escapist
needs in a world that is dystopian and gradually plagued by economic hardship and
social isolation. Escapism can be defined as a coping mechanism where individuals
seek alternative realities to alleviate the stress of the real world. For Wade, OASIS
is more than just a game; it becomes his very means of survival, giving him “a place
where | felt powerful, like | actually mattered” (Cline, 2011, p. 198).

This reliance on OASIS by Wade reflects Turkle’s findings in which digital
spaces were considered “emotional sanctuaries” for people unsatisfied with their
physical lives. The importance of OASIS is, thus, in the psychological functioning of
Wade, offering him liberties and recognition that reality denies him. But this very
dependence starts raising its questions regarding the price that has to be paid;
because, by becoming more and more a Parzival, his sense of reality and relations
are bound to become undermined.

Suler (2004) explains that anonymity makes people feel free on the Internet.
They can act more boldly than they would in real life, especially in spaces like
the OASIS, in which a character-by-necessity status is reflexively created. Wade
behaves differently in the OASIS, deriving confidence and assertiveness specifically
from his anonymity: “no one knew who | really was.”

Indeed, these new social liberties allow Wade to forge the kinds of meaningful
relationships and seek out the sorts of challenges he otherwise never would have
pursued; in this light, the OASIS reconstitutes his social identity. Suler’s theory also
cautions about the potential loss of real-life norms and consequences, a danger
that becomes real when Wade’s digital relationships start to outshine his offline
connections. The novel asserts that while VR has the potential to foster social
connections, it risks isolating individuals from concrete, real-world relationships,
an issue at the heart of his struggle to balance his two lives.

Lacan’s Mirror Stage in Ready Player One: Wade’s avatar in some parts
duplicates as a reflection and prolongation of himself, resulting in a cracked self-

image. In OASIS, Wade’s experience can thus be similar to what Lacan describes
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powerful in allowing users to experience idealized versions of themselves and thus
greatly influence their behavior and self-concept (Yee & Bailenson, 2007).

Sherry Turkle (2011) defines digital identity as an “extended self,” where online
avatars become important elements of the building of identity. In Ready Player
One, itis in the OASIS that Wade will erect for himself an idealized identity that can
express the ambitions and values of the real-life self. Wade himself observes this
duality: “Parzival wasn’t just my avatar. He was my alter ego, my best self” By being
Parzival, Wade can now bring to the surface qualities, that his real-world situation
suppresses, such as courage, leadership, and agency (Cline, 2011, p. 165).

Wade’s emotional connection with Parzival demonstrates the concept of
identity fusion: his self-concept melds with his virtual persona. This attachment
makes him place greater value on his experiences within the OASIS rather than on
relationships in the real world, showing how digital spaces can reframe individual
priorities. As Turkle posits, such immersion can create “a dependency on digital
interactions for identity affirmation” (2011, p. 172) that we see through Wade, and
how he finds validation and meaning in the achievements made by Parzival.

Self-discrepancy theory may help to understand the inner conflict Wade is
experiencing, involving his “ideal self” in OASIS and the “actual self” in real life.
Such discrepancy entails some discomfort and self-doubt. The admiration that
Wade feels for Parzival is tinged with frustration due to looking at his “real self”
and comparing it to the extraordinary achievements made in OASIS. Wade himself
admits, “In the OASIS, | was somebody. Out here, | was a nobody.” (Cline, 2011, p.
165). The emotional weight of maintaining these two identities, both idealized and
real, takes a heavy toll.

This conflict gets even worse the more Wade separates his physical existence
from his digital one in his deep immersion within the OASIS. The novel indicates it
that though digital identities may be so empowering, they may at the same time
give rise to a psychological difficulty in the process of articulating the online and
offline self, leading to identity fragmentation. The psychological concept of Lacan
(1968) regarding the mirror stage, when individuals understand themselves as

being both complete and fragmented, underlines Wade’s perception of Parzival as
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the formation of an individual’s self within digital environments. Wade says:

These games were outdated digital dinosaurs that had become museum pieces
long before | was born. But | was a gunter, so | didn’t think of them as quaint low-
res antiques. To me, they were hallowed artifacts. Pillars of the pantheon. When |
played the classics, | did so with a determined sort of reverence (Cline, 2011, p. 13).

This quote illustrates that Wade does not see old video games as outdated. He
perceives them to be sacred artifacts forming part and parcel of his identity as a
“gunter” or Egg Hunter. They mean more to him than mere entertainment; rather,
they have become part of his identity, representing to him a tie to bygone days. It
shows how, in contemporary literature, virtual reality allows persons to create and
navigate their digital identities, fusing pre-existing cultural values with individual
perceptions of self in the digital world. Wade says:

Playing old video games never failed to clear my mind and set me at ease. If |
was feeling depressed or frustrated about my lot in life, all | had to do was tap the
Player One button, and my worries would instantly slip away as my mind focused
itself on the relentless pixelated onslaught on the screen in front of me. There,
inside the game’s two-dimensional universe, life was simple: It’s just you against
the machine. Move with your left hand, shoot with your right, and try to stay alive
as long as possible (Cline, 2011, p. 10).

Wade uses video games as a coping mechanism for real-world dissatisfaction.
The simple, predictable structure of the game stands in sharp contrast with the
chaos of his life, giving an illusion of control. This escapism ties into the digital
identity theory; virtual spaces, such as OASIS, allow individuals to temporarily
reshape self-perception. Though, as Wade’s journey reveals, this comes at a cost of
authentic self-development and real-world connections, which are often shaped
by family dynamics.

As Parzival’s fame and success in the OASIS grow, Wade's confidence also begins
to rely heavily on the achievements of his avatar. He acknowledges, “I felt like | was
finally becoming the person | wanted to be” (Cline, 2011, p. 165), thereby expressing
how the OASIS serves as a medium for his journey of self-reinvention. This change

resonates with the theory of the Proteus Effect, which posits that avatars are
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and liberty is much greater. These findings essentially agree with Katz and Foulkes,
who observe that people tend to use media for “compensatory” ends when they
do not like their actual environment.

The importance that Wade attaches to the OASIS as a better world brings
out the allure of VR regarding escapism because here he gets to rise above his
struggles in the real world. Explanations of escapism in VR underpin the impetus
of this study to generate perceptions of the appeal that digital worlds hold and
how they influence users’ relationships in the everyday world and perceptions of
themselves.

3.Analysis

In Ready Player One by Ernest Cline, the future is imagined to be a place where
the boundary between virtual and real identities dissolves. Meaning, therefore, lies
in exploring from that perspective the impact of digital worlds on self-perception
and social dynamics. The protagonist Wade Watts shows how powerful and
transforming the creation of digital identities can be through his avatar on OASIS,
Parzival. The paper shall use key psychological theories, the Proteus Effect, digital
identity frameworks, and escapism theory, in an attempt to give an analytical eye
to Wade’s dual lives and their influence on his self-understanding.

This is where The Proteus Effect steps in: the authors argue that people adjust
their behavior on matching the norms and abilities of their avatars, gradually
fitting their characters’ perceived personalities and skills (Yee & Bailenson, 2007).
For instance, the protagonist of Ready Player One, Wade, uses an avatar named
Parzival, much stronger, self-assured, and skilled in matters of the body than Wade
could ever be in real life. He observes, inside the OASIS, that he was famous. Good
enough to be a real rock star. On a planet where everybody knew his name. But, in
real life, he was just another orphaned, nobody kid: “So | remained stuck at school.
| felt like a kid standing in the world’s greatest video arcade without any quarters,
unable to do anything but walk around and watch the other kids play” (Cline, 2011,
p. 51). It is this kind of disparity that explains how Wade’s virtual self can bootstrap
his self-belief and agency in ways his offline self could not otherwise realize.

In Ready Player One, there is a cultural importance of past technology enabling
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constructed and fragmented” (p. 81). For characters within a virtual world like
OASIS, their avatars can be understood as these digital “mirrors” through which
identity is constructed and viewed.

The interactions between Wade and his avatar, Parzival, are reflective of Lacan’s
notion of the fragmented self, as identity becomes increasingly distributed between
the offline self and its virtual persona. Such a view of identity fragmentation
through the split within the individual as a simultaneous self and other created
by an avatar’s constructed traits and perceived qualities are identified in this
study with the help of Lacan’s Mirror Stage. Thus, the present paper will explore
the psychoanalytic dimensions of identity fragmentation that result from seeing
one’s avatars as integral parts of themselves while simultaneously being separate
entities.

One of the interesting aspects of Symbolic Interactionism, particularly the
concept of role-taking, permits an analysis of how individuals interpret their
identities based on social interaction within digital spaces. According to Mead
(1934), individuals have to take the role of the other to take a role of any kind, and
it is this taking of the role of the other that has stimulated the development of the
concept of self. This can be seen when he is navigating social interactions in the
OASIS and begins to act as would befit his avatar status as an accomplished and
respected expert.

Wade’s interactions within the OASIS are also integral in determining self-
concept, as his avatar’s social standing directly influences how he perceives himself.
This shares more with the theoretical underpinning of Symbolic Interactionism,
emphasizing social dynamics in virtual spaces where behaviors are modified to
align with perceived digital identities and social roles.

The theory of escapism is therefore vital in explaining the psychological
motivation of immersion in the virtual world presented in Ready Player One. Katz
and Foulkes (1962) define escapism as the use of media to attain distance from
personal or social pressures. The novel by Cline presents OASIS as an avenue
where characters temporarily run away from a real-life dystopian world; hence, it

provides shelter and satisfaction in a place where an individual’s scope of action
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their identities free from the constraints of offline experience:

You don't live in the real world, Z. From what you’ve told me, | don’t think you
ever have. You're like me. You live inside this illusion.” She gestures to our virtual
surroundings. You can’t possibly know what real love is (Cline, p. 186).

This undermines the weight of feelings that Wade has for someone in that virtual
world, implying that his digital identity and thus the relationships he forges within
the OASIS may not possess the authenticity of those he has offline. An illusion, in a
place designed to trump reality in every way, Wade’s character must grapple with
the constraints of his digital self and decide whether or not love and relationships
in the virtual realm can ever really be “real.”

Arelated theoretical perspective can be drawn from the Self-Discrepancy Theory
(Higgins, 1987) to explain the psychological impacts that different identities have
on individuals. The theory involves three selves: actual, ideal, and ought selves.
Any inconsistency between these selves produces a sense of dissonance for an
individual that can result in feelings of anxiety and displeasure. In the movie Ready
Player One, Wade Watts perceived his digital avatar as an ideal self, embodied
aspirations, and wishes in contrast to the real self, a character who lives in the
physical world.

As the novel unfolds, Wade finds himself increasingly at odds between his
Parzival avatar and his off-line self in a way that exactly reflects the emotional
strain of self-discrepancy. The rising importance and power of his identity within
OASIS make the real-world Wade and his life outside the OASIS seem less and
less sufficient, which highlights the psychological difficulty of integrating these two
separate identities. Through the application of Self-Discrepancy Theory, this paper
will analyze the influence of Wade’s two identities on his self-concept, level of
stress-related symptomatology, and feeling of fulfillment.

Another theoretical category that applies to identity formation in virtual spaces
is the concept of the Mirror Stage. Lacan (1968) describes this phase as the
construction of a sense of self: “The subject announces in an anticipatory way the
totality, a moment of jubilation that manifested by the subject at finding the image

in the mirror to be his/her own. This moment marks a sense of self that is both
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The notion of digital identity as examined by Turkle, which is an extremely
significant domain, is cast in discovering how online personae interact with the
process of self-perception and identity-formation construction. She further
explores the concept of digital identity that allows people to create “second
selves,” experimenting with alternative versions of themselves, a goal not easily
realizable in the real world (2011, p. 165). This mirrors Cline’s depiction of OASIS,
wherein characters can create idealized or exaggerated versions of their identities,
unbound by physical restrictions and social expectations.

The extended self presented by Turkle in terms of digital avatars allows for this
kind of experience of identity as mobile, continuously adapting to the different
contexts and environments in which it is created (Turkle, 2011). In the case of
Ready Player One, Wade creates the character Parzival, an avatar that allows him
to manifest qualities he cannot aspire to in the real world. The novel demonstrates
how digital spaces simultaneously empower the individual by giving new ways of
being and complicating self-perception as they work out the navigation between
their digital and physical selves.

The interaction is also useful to explain why people behave differently when
using CMC than in face-to-face contexts. The author argues that due to anonymity,
invisibility, and asynchronicity in interactions on the internet, social inhibitions
are reduced: therefore, people are more prepared to express themselves, and
sometimes also act in ways they would not in a face-to-face interaction (Suler,
2004). Anonymity in the OASIS allows Wade (Parzival) and to a certain extent most
other crossed characters to leave behind the shackles of their real-world identities
and relate to their environment in an uninhibited, frequently more daring manner.

Therefore, Wade, who is already depicted as an introverted and shy person
offline, uses the OASIS to be extroverted and assertive. Such a transition is best
explained by Suler, who notes that people tend to assume new roles and release
emotions that they would otherwise keep under wraps in the physical world.
Through an analysis of Wade’s behavior in terms of the Online Disinhibition Effect,
the current study can begin to explore how cyberspace facilitates a particular kind

of psychological and emotional release; one where individuals come to construct
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of VR, referenced specifically to theoretical approaches such as the Proteus Effect
and digital identity frameworks (Yee & Bailenson, 2007).

Furthermore, through a post-structuralist perspective, this paper will evaluate
how identity and self-perception can be seen as shifting, particularly through
Jacques Lacan’s (1968) “mirror stage” and the fragmented self in which self-
perception is constantly constructed, changing based on performance, and
influenced by different social contexts.

2.Theoretical Background

One of the foundational theories of digital identity comes from the Proteus Effect:
namely, thatthe features of theiravatars canalterthe behavior of individuals. People
act in ways that are somewhat consistent with the characteristics or appearance of
their digital representations (Yee & Bailenson, 2007). The relationship to the OASIS
in Ready Player One is as a virtual environment in which indications of the Proteus
Effect are especially likely. These avatars make it possible to adjust one’s identity
and to switch actual and psychological traits.

Social identity theory (Tajfel & Turner, 1986) asserts that membership in a family
is a form of social categorization that influences identity. In the course of family
interaction, adolescents learn to see themselves as members of particular groups
and act accordingly, a process that has implications for their self-concept and social
identity. Therefore, the family continues to be a primary site of identity formation,
through the articulation of relationships of nurture, cultural transmission, and
social influence which combine to shape both personal and social identity.

In Ready Player One, for example, Wade Watts (Parzival) portrays confidence,
social agency, and assertiveness within the OASIS qualities that seem beyond his
real-world self. His avatar’s power and status within the game world allow actions
he would never contemplate in his offline life, precisely how the Proteus Effect
shapes his behavior. This correlates with empirical evidence presented by Yee and
Bailenson (2007) regarding how avatar attributes influence users’ attitudes and
self-perceptions in sometimes unconscious ways that lead to behavioral differences
based on their virtual world self-conceptualizations as posited by the researchers

themselves.
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1.Methodology

The study applies a qualitative, interpretive framework more akin to literary
analysis in its attempt to tease out how Ready Player One articulates the process
of constructing digital identities, virtual reality, and self-perception. For this paper,
that approach corresponds with the rationale set forth by Miles and Huberman
(1994) who argue that qualitative methods are better suited for discovering
how and why people act in certain ways. Considering these features, textual
interpretation and themes in this paper bring out subtle perspectives regarding
the influence of VR environments on the formation of identity and psychological
experience, as represented in Cline’s text (Stake, 1995).

In this study, Ready Player One by Ernest Cline (2011) forms the primary data
source, read alongside secondary academic sources on virtual reality, digital
identities, and self-perception. The novel is itself of many relevant themes and
so constitutes what is known as a critical case for evaluating issues surrounding
identity in digital spaces (Cline, 2011). Data from Ready Player One will consist of
direct quotations and detailed descriptions through which character interactions,
use of avatars, and conflicts of identity within OASIS can be illustrated.

In secondary data collection, the researcher will identify scholarly sources from
fields in media studies, psychology, and sociology, including foundational texts
such as Yee and Bailenson’s work on the Proteus Effect (2007), which is critical
to understanding how individual behaviors change in response to the specific
characteristics of their avatars.

The method that will be applied in this study is thematic analysis, which will be
used to identify, interpret, and describe patterns within Ready Player One. Braun
and Clarke also emphasize the flexibility of thematic analysis, making it ideal for
exploring nuanced topics such as identity: “One of the benefits of thematic analysis
is its flexibility. It can be applied across a range of theoretical and epistemological
approaches and allows for a rich and detailed, yet complex, account of data” (Braun
& Clarke, 2006, p. 78). Nowell et al. (2017) argued narrative texts are particularly
useful forinterpreting how fictional works reflect real-world social phenomena. Key

themes will include changes in identity, escapism, and psychological repercussions
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suggests, virtual identities often force people into very stark reflections on life,
blurring who they are with who they would like to be. Wade’s identification with
his avatar in Ready Player One provokes an energetic conflict over exactly such
questions of cognitive dissonance and identity confusion when he becomes
emotionally drawn into his avatar’s life story of friendships and ambition. Over
time, the OASIS becomes a conduit for self-expression and meaning, leading to a
conflict between online and offline identities for Wade, forming a specific instance
of inconsistencies within digital identity theory.

Digital escapism and its psychological implications for mankind are some of the
important themes that can make this book a very good case study for understanding
the sociocultural impacts of virtual reality and digital identities. Increasingly,
scholars have begun to explore how the digital arena ultimately comes to affect a
person’s self-perception and interpersonal relations where they claim that it may
harbor such potential duality of being a sanctuary that allows self-exploration and
at the same time be a source of alienation from one’s physical self and community
(Lanier, 2010). Apart from making it possible for one to test different identities
without any risks, the digital setup also has the potential to isolate people from
real-world experiences and relationships, thus signaling ethical and social concerns
due to increased dependence on VR technology in human life.

In this paper, Ready Player One will be read as a narrative that thoroughly
encapsulates the double-edged nature of digital identity and immersion in VR;
it will try to weave a plot of the impact these technologies carry concerning its
protagonist’s vision of self and relationships. Regarding the works of theorists
such as Turkle, Yee, and Suler, this paper suggests that digital identities share a
dual nature as something empowering and potentially decentering. This analysis
will therefore discuss how OASIS can offer a domain of self-invention and social
relationships but also creates challenges toward maintaining a stable and coherent
identity. In this respect, it will contribute to the increasing body of literature on
what virtual reality means for self-perception and identity formation in the digital

age.
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can deeply affect one’s self-image and mode of social action (Lanier, 2010). Essential
questions are thereby raised regarding how one’s performance as a virtual entity
impacts his/her real everyday life and contributes positively or negatively to one’s
mental health and self-understanding (Suler, 2004).

Cline’s novel Ready Player One (2011) uses a fictional but very detailed
environment within the OASIS to express these contradictions. The OASIS is much
more than just a game; it is a complete alternate reality in which a person can
create an avatar, as a reflection of their deepest fantasies and grandest desires.
Set in a dystopian future characterized by economic deterioration, environmental
collapse, and fragmented societies, his narrative reflects a community that heavily
depends on digital spaces for fulfillment and self-expression. By choosing to live
very important parts of their lives through their avatars, Cline’s characters confirm
Sherry Turkle’s observation that “there is a world in virtual worlds, where identity
is plastic, separable from the physical body, hence infinite” (Turkle, 2011, p. 163).
This infinite potential for the manipulation of identity provides not only a release
from the bounds of society but also the convolutions in defining and reconciling
one’s self across virtual and real worlds.

Another important theory that has very direct relevance to this discussion is
the Proteus Effect theory, posited by Yee and Bailenson (2007). It explains that the
features of avatars cause the behaviors and self-perceptions of users. Individuals
will tend to adopt characteristics they associate with their digital personas, and
these traits can be projected into behavior both online and offline. Ready Player
One is a manifestation of the use of avatars in reinforcing people’s confidence and
social agency, as its protagonist Wade Watts applies aspects of his persona to real
life. When he is finally applauded and respected in this new persona, Wade gets
more attached to it because his virtual self suddenly becomes one of the factors
forming his sense of dignity and identity; in that, therefore, it is an application of
the Proteus Effect on self-perception and social interaction.

An important psychological implication of the use and creation of these
alternative selves is that they can foster attachment and even dependency since
digital identities can blur one’s sense of reality (Suler, 2004). As Turkle (2011)
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Farruggia’s (2002) work to highlight the significance of the family in the process of
immigrant identity formulation mainly because most often, parents act as a linkage
between the culture of origin and that of the host culture, thus having a significant
influence on bicultural identity.

The matrix of identity in studying the impacts of virtual reality on self-perception
has thus become perhaps a central topic whose very theoretical building block
concerns the notion of digital identity. For instance, in his novel Ready Player
One, author Ernest Cline relates how the virtual world of the OASIS shapes the
characters, allowing them to create idealized versions of themselves with all
the qualities and abilities they aspire to, hence enhancing their confidence and
capacity. However, this act does succeed at a cost; there will be no single overriding
real-world identity, ergo leading to inner conflict and, eventually, the protagonist
becomes overly dependent on his virtual identity for self-validation and personal
security.

The family is therefore considered an ultimate institution of solid identity
building. People who have undergone induction into a caring family develop the
confidence to sail through digital experiences without losing being related to their
actual selves. It is through the absence of family support that Cline demonstrates
Wade Watts, the main character, having an over-reliance on his virtual identity
and an entangled sense of self-perception. This research explains the influence of
family environments on identity coherence among persons, calling into question
the issue of how much the world of the screen can be substituted for familial
support in the process of developing such a stable, integrated identity within the
digital age.

As a result of the contemporary digital age, identity is no longer limited to a
single self but multiple, complicated, and varied virtual selves constructed and
maintained by individuals in different digital locales. The ability of people to
experience sojourn in a space away from their primary lived identity has allowed
them to explore other possible selves, which may be idealized or completely
contradict their offline embodiment (Turkle, 2011). Virtual reality and immersive

spaces of the internet make possible the kind of escape and self-reinvention that
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Introduction

The family plays a foundational role in identity development because it provides
the first social, cultural, and emotional environment within which individuals
construct their sense of self. Erikson (1968) would argue that family is critical
to identity formation, especially during adolescence because it is within family
interactions that children internalize values, roles, and expectations. More open
families, with good communication and emotional support, will help individuals
feel solid about themselves. Those families with restrictive and authoritarian
attributes inhibit identity exploration (Kroger, 2007).

The attachment theory underscores the significance of the relationships within
the early family. According to Bowlby (1988), a positive secure relationship between
the individual and the caregiver brings about self-assurance and emotional
strength necessary to form an identity coherence. This is supported by the work
of Ainsworth (1979) who found that secure family attachments allow children to
explore and establish an independent identity. A study by Grotevant and Cooper
(1985) confirmed that identity exploration results from autonomy-supportive
parenting, giving room for adolescents to try out various roles and self-concepts
in a safe way.

From the sociological point of view, families act as agents of socialization-
through the transmission of cultural capital: values, norms, and beliefs that shape
one’s social identity (Bourdieu, 1986). According to Identity Fusion Theory, intense
family ties are likely to lead to shared identity where the values and roles of the
family become significantly internalized. At times, strong family ties can be a
support system for identity formation but simultaneously a limitation. As noted
by Schwartz et al. (2005), the role of the family expectation, especially within
collectivist cultures is likely to constrict the exploration of individual human identity
because personal goals often take a back seat to familial responsibility.

Furthermore, according to Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) ecological systems theory,
the family is seen as a microsystem institution in the broader social context that
ultimately influences identity through interactions at different social levels along

with school and community, for example. This notion correlates with Chen and
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Abstract
This paper examines the impact of family in shaping digital identity and self-
perception through Ernest Cline’s Ready Player One. The main character, Wade

III

Watts, creates his idealized self “Parzival” confident and assertive within his real-life
limitations by immersing himself in the virtual world of OASIS. The analysis, through
theories such as the Proteus Effect, determines how attachment to virtual identity
may simultaneously empower and create psychological schism as he negotiates
both worlds. Wade’s vulnerability and dependency on OASIS are then aggravated
by his fragile family background bereft of nurturing support, which pushes him
deeper into OASIS for reassurance. An absence that the family fills with structures
that support the development of a grounded sense of self in contrast to structures
without strong ties, signifying individuals are less likely to need digital worlds for
identity confirmation. Ultimately, Ready Player One reflects the dual influence of
virtual environments and family dynamics in the trajectory of identity formation,
leading to questions of whether or not the support traditionally provided by the
family can be replicated in a virtualized world through digital spaces.

Keywords: digital identity, virtual reality, self-perception, Proteus Effect, Family

Influence
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lack thereof. He engages in displays of aggression and brutality to prove his worth
and defy expectations (Martin, A Clash of Kings, Chapter 35). This performative
violence, however, often backfires, reinforcing his outsider status and highlighting
the societal norms he seeks to subvert.

Conclusion

In conclusion, George R.R. Martin’s “A Song of Ice and Fire” series provides a
complexand multifaceted exploration of violence against frailest within the intricate
tapestry of its narrative. Through the various characters and their experiences,
Martin unveils the pervasive nature of violence against frailest, shedding light
on the power dynamics, societal norms, and the devastating consequences that
ensue. The portrayal of both male and female characters facing violence, coercion,
and discrimination underscores the universality of these issues while challenging
conventional expectations.

Moreover, Martin’s narrative nuances go beyond mere depictions of violence,
delving into the aftermath and the resilience of survivors. The series invites readers
to reflect on the implications of violence against frailest, prompting a critical
examination of societal structures and norms that perpetuate such behavior. As
the characters navigate the treacherous terrain of Westeros, their struggles serve
as a mirror reflecting the harsh realities of our own world.

In this exploration of violence against frailest, Martin neither romanticizes nor
sensationalizes the brutality. Instead, he presents a stark and unflinching portrayal
that compels readers to confront uncomfortable truths. “A Song of Ice and Fire”
challenges us to question the status quo, fostering a dialogue about the need for

societal change and the importance of empathy and understanding.
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Tyrion’s violence can be interpreted as an attempt to compensate for his perceived
lack thereof. He engages in displays of aggression and brutality to prove his worth
and defy expectations (Martin, A Clash of Kings, Chapter 35). This performative
violence, however, often backfires, reinforcing his outsider status and highlighting
the societal norms he seeks to subvert.

Tyrion Lannister, the imp, the half-man, the clever dwarf, is a complex and
multifaceted character in George R.R. Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire. He is known
for his wit, intellect, and cunning, but also for his capacity for violence. Analyzing
Tyrion’s violence necessitates delving into its motivations, justifications, and ethical
complexities.

Tyrion’s violence is often fueled by his experiences as an ostracized and
ridiculed figure. From his birth, he has faced prejudice and contempt due to his
dwarfism. This constant belittlement breeds resentment and anger, which can
manifest in impulsive acts of aggression (Martin, A Game of Thrones, Chapter 14).
For example, his brutal murder of Tywin Lannister, his own father, can be seen as
the culmination of years of accumulated pain and humiliation (Martin, A Dance
with Dragons, Chapter 45).

In the brutal world of Westeros, violence is often a necessity for survival. Tyrion,
despite his wit, lacks physical strength and faces constant threats due to his size
and status. He resorts to violence to defend himself, as seen in his confrontation
with Ser Mandon Moore (Martin, A Clash of Kings, Chapter 22). This violence,
however, is often reactive and defensive, driven by the need to stay alive in a
hostile environment.

While some of Tyrion’s violence can be understood as self-defense, others are
more morally ambiguous. The brutal rape of Shae, his lover, remains a controversial
and disturbing act (Martin, A Storm of Swords, Chapter 55). It’s unclear whether it’s
fueled by rage, betrayal, or a twisted sense of justice. This instance highlights the
complexities of judging Tyrion’s actions, blurring the lines between understandable
anger and unjustifiable cruelty.

Inasociety obsessed with physical prowess and traditional notions of masculinity,

Tyrion’s violence can be interpreted as an attempt to compensate for his perceived
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mainland. You think they’re right? We die today, brothers. We die bleeding from 100
wounds with arrows in our necks and spears in our guts, but our war cries will echo
through eternity. They will sing about the battle of Winterfell until the Iron Islands
have slipped beneath the waves ... Mothers will name their sons for us. Girls will
think of us with their lovers inside them. And whoever kills that fucking horn-blower
will stand in bronze above the shores of Pyke! What is dead may never die!

Tyrion Lannister, the imp, the half-man, the clever dwarf, is a complex and
multifaceted character in George R.R. Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire. He is known
for his wit, intellect, and cunning, but also for his capacity for violence. Analyzing
Tyrion’s violence necessitates delving into its motivations, justifications, and ethical
complexities.

Tyrion’s violence is often fueled by his experiences as an ostracized and
ridiculed figure. From his birth, he has faced prejudice and contempt due to his
dwarfism. This constant belittlement breeds resentment and anger, which can
manifest in impulsive acts of aggression (Martin, A Game of Thrones, Chapter 14).
For example, his brutal murder of Tywin Lannister, his own father, can be seen as
the culmination of years of accumulated pain and humiliation (Martin, A Dance
with Dragons, Chapter 45).

In the brutal world of Westeros, violence is often a necessity for survival. Tyrion,
despite his wit, lacks physical strength and faces constant threats due to his size
and status. He resorts to violence to defend himself, as seen in his confrontation
with Ser Mandon Moore (Martin, A Clash of Kings, Chapter 22). This violence,
however, is often reactive and defensive, driven by the need to stay alive in a
hostile environment.

While some of Tyrion’s violence can be understood as self-defense, others are
more morally ambiguous. The brutal rape of Shae, his lover, remains a controversial
and disturbing act (Martin, A Storm of Swords, Chapter 55). It’s unclear whether it’s
fueled by rage, betrayal, or a twisted sense of justice. This instance highlights the
complexities of judging Tyrion’s actions, blurring the lines between understandable
anger and unjustifiable cruelty.

Inasociety obsessed with physical prowess and traditional notions of masculinity,
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for belonging, which ultimately fuels his decision to betray the Starks and attack
Winterfell (Martin, A Clash of Kings, Ch. 32). While Theon’s act is undeniably violent,
it’s crucial to understand it within the context of his emotional manipulation by
his father Balon and the desperate search for validation that has been denied
throughout his life.

Theon’s subsequent capture by Ramsay Bolton marks a descent into a different
kind of violence. Ramsay subjects him to unimaginable physical and psychological
torture, stripping him of his identity and reducing him to the broken shell known
as “Reek” (Martin, A Dance with Dragons, Ch. 39). This experience is deeply
disturbing, portraying the horrific consequences of unchecked power and sadism.
However, it’s also important to recognize that Theon’s agency doesn’t entirely
disappear. His moments of defiance and his eventual decision to help Jeyne Poole
escape demonstrate a flicker of resistance against his tormentor (Martin, A Dance
with Dragons, Ch. 65).

The journey of Theon is not solely defined by acts of violence perpetrated on
him or by him. As he grapples with his fractured identity and seeks redemption,
he engages in violence in ways that are morally ambiguous. His participation in the
Battle of Winterfell, for instance, can be seen as both an act of self-preservation
and a desperate attempt to atone for his past betrayals (Martin, A Dance with
Dragons, Ch. 85). This complexity challenges simple victim-perpetrator binaries
and invites us to consider the nuanced ways individuals are shaped by the violence
they experience and witness.

Theon’s experiences with violence serve as a microcosm of the larger societal
forces at play in Westeros. His betrayal can be seen as a consequence of the
Stark-Greyjoy conflict, highlighting the cyclical nature of violence fueled by
political ambitions and cultural differences. Similarly, Ramsay’s sadism reflects
the pervasive cruelty and disregard for human life that permeates the world. By
exploring Theon’s journey, the narrative prompts reflection on the broader societal
forces that perpetuate violence and the possibility of individual agency within such
a brutal system:

I’'m ready for one. They say that every Ironborn man is worth a dozen from the
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emotional well-being. Witnessing death and destruction, coupled with the loss of
loved ones, inflicts deep trauma. Characters like Theon Greyjoy, subjected to torture
and manipulation, exemplify the lasting psychological damage inflicted by violence
(Martin, A Dance with Dragons, Chapter 61). These experiences can manifest in
various ways, including nightmares, paranoia, and even self-destructive behavior,
as seen in Jon Snow’s struggles after witnessing the brutality of war (Martin, A
Dance with Dragons, Chapter 40). As Linda Hutcheon argues, the characters’
internal landscapes are marked by “the psychic scars of violence” (2014, 123-140).

In Westeros, violence is often intertwined with power struggles. Male
characters wield violence as a means to gain or maintain control, blurring the lines
between morality and pragmatism. This is exemplified by characters like Tywin
Lannister, who justifies ruthless actions as necessary for securing his family’s
power (Martin, A Clash of Kings, Chapter 22). However, as Leigh Gilmore argues,
this instrumentalization of violence ultimately corrupts and dehumanizes both the
perpetrator and the victim, eroding any sense of moral grounding (2004, 102- 122).

It’s important to note that A Song of Ice and Fire avoids simplistic portrayals of
male characters solely defined by their capacity for violence. Some, like Samwell
Tarly and Brienne of Tarth, actively resist the culture of violence, demonstrating
alternative forms of masculinity. Additionally, characters like Jaime Lannister
undergo complex transformations, grappling with the consequences of their
violent actions and seeking redemption: “We’re the only ones who matter, the
only ones in this world. And everything they’ve taken from us, we’re going to take
back and more. We're going to take everything there is.” This complexity highlights
the series’ nuanced exploration of the impact of violence on masculinity, moving
beyond stereotypical portrayals of warriors and conquerors.

Theon Greyjoy stands as a complex and tragic figure whose journey is deeply
intertwined with violence. However, his engagement with violence goes beyond
simply being a victim or perpetrator. Theon’s life is marked by violence from its
very beginning. Raised as a hostage in Winterfell, he exists in a constant state of
tension and uncertainty, his identity caught between Greyjoy and Stark (Martin,

A Game of Thrones, Ch. 36). This experience fosters resentment and a yearning
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moral choices. Her ruthless pursuit of power often involves morally questionable
decisions, such as the destruction of the Great Sept of Baelor with wildfire, leading
to the deaths of numerous innocent people: “You have wasted my time and slain
an innocent man. | should have your heads off”. But if she did, the next man might
hesitate and let the imp slip the net. She would pile dead dwarfs ten feet high
before she let that happen.” This moral ambiguity challenges readers to grapple
with their own perspectives on justice and the ends justifying the means.

Cersei Lannister is a character rich in contradictions and complexities, making
her a captivating subject for critical analysis. Her political acumen, familial bonds,
flaws, and morally ambiguous choices contribute to a multifaceted portrayal that
adds depth to the intricate tapestry of “A Song of Ice and Fire.” Cersei’s journey
forces readers to confront the blurred lines between power, morality, and the
consequences of unchecked ambition in a world where the pursuit of the throne
exacts a heavy toll on those who dare to play the game.Top of Form

3. Violence Impact on Male Characters

George R.R. Martin’s epic fantasy saga, “A Song of Ice and Fire”, is renowned for
its brutal portrayal of violence. While often directed towards female characters,
the impact of this pervasive brutality extends deeply to the male characters as
well, shaping their identities, behaviors, and ultimately, their destinies. This essay
will explore the multifaceted ways in which violence impacts male characters in
the series, drawing upon specific examples and scholarly interpretations.

Living in a world steeped in conflict, male characters frequently become
desensitized to violence. From a young age, they are exposed to and expected
to participate in acts of aggression, as seen in Eddard Stark’s sons being trained
in combat (Martin, A Game of Thrones, Chapter 14). This constant exposure
normalizes violence, making it an acceptable, even necessary, response to conflict.
This is evident in characters like Jaime Lannister, who embraces violence as a
defining aspect of his identity (Martin, A Storm of Swords, Chapter 46). However,
as scholars like Janet Halfmann point out, this desensitization comes at a cost,
stripping away empathy and fostering a cycle of violence (2014, 106-122).

The constant threat of violence takes a heavy toll on the male characters’
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nature of inequality in the fictional world, mirroring real-world issues.

Daenerys’ quest for liberation is exploited by those who claim to support her
cause: “Perhaps | cannot make my people good, she told herself, but | should at
least try to make them a little less bad.” Her desire to free slaves and create a
just society is manipulated by advisors and allies who have their own interests
at heart. This exploitation of her genuine intentions adds depth to the narrative,
emphasizing the moral complexities and compromises that come with the pursuit
of power.

Cersei Lannister, a prominent character in the series, is a complex and multifaceted
figure whose actions and motivations invite a critical analysis. Her character
embodies a blend of political cunning, personal ambition, and a ruthless pursuit of
power, making her both intriguing and morally ambiguous (Ossorio et.al, 2023, 201).

One of Cersei’s defining traits is her unwavering commitment to her family,
especially her children. However, this devotion is tainted by her intense desire for
power and a refusal to let anything stand in her way. Her Machiavellian approach
to politics is evident throughout the series, as she navigates the intricate web of
Westeros power dynamics with a strategic mindset. This cunning, combined with
her unyielding determination, positions Cersei as a formidable player in the game
of thrones.

However, as the series progresses, it becomes apparent that Cersei’s flaws are
as pronounced as her strengths. Her paranoia and distrust of others, fueled by
a deep-seated fear of losing control, lead her to make impulsive and often self-
destructive decisions. This vulnerability humanizes her character, showing that
even those with seemingly unassailable power can be haunted by their own
insecurities.

Cersei’s relationships further highlight the complexity of her character. Her
love for her children is juxtaposed with her contentious relationships with her
brothers, particularly Tyrion. The strained dynamics within House Lannister add
layers to her character, demonstrating the intricate family politics that drive
much of the series’ narrative.

One cannot discuss Cersei Lannister without addressing her controversial
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behind such changes and the impact on character development.

Another critical perspective focuses on the broader implications for the
representation of sexual violence in popular culture (Kite, 2021, 77). “Sometimes
we wrestle that instinct into a hole and bury it forever, but it’s still there.” The rape
of Sansa Stark is just one instance in a broader pattern of using sexual assault as a
plot device, often against female characters, in both literature and television. This
trend perpetuates harmful stereotypes and contributes to a culture where sexual
violence is normalized for the sake of entertainment.

The scene adds depth to the story and prompts important discussions about
sexual violence, audiences and readers may criticize it for its gratuitous nature
and potential to perpetuate harmful tropes. Ultimately, the handling of such
sensitive subjects requires careful consideration of the broader implications and
responsibility of creators in shaping public perceptions.

Daenerys Targaryen, the last surviving member of House Targaryen. is one of the
character who undergoes significant exploitation throughout the series. Daenerys
is exploited from the very beginning as she becomes a pawn in the political
machinations of Westeros. Her status as the last Targaryen makes her a symbol of
a bygone era, and various factions seek to exploit her claim to the Iron Throne for
their own ends. This exploitation reflects the ruthless nature of power struggles,
where individuals are used as tools rather than recognized for their intrinsic worth
(Ortega, et.al, 2024, 97).

Daenerys’ identity as the Mother of Dragons is exploited by those around
her. Her ability to control dragons is not only a source of strength but also a
vulnerability. The exploitation of her connection to the dragons becomes a tool for
manipulation, as various characters seek to control these powerful creatures for
their own agendas. This highlights the theme of power and the abuse of those who
possess unique abilities (Shubham, 2022, 84).

Daenerys’s violence is another layer of exploitation she faces. Throughout the
series, she confronts sexism and misogyny, facing challenges solely because of her
lenient. The pressure to conform to traditional roles is evident in her struggles

for legitimacy and respect. The exploitation of her frailest highlights the pervasive
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stereotypes by depicting female characters who engage in violence as morally
corrupt or monstrous. Others, like Caughie (2011, 706-723), view it as a nuanced
exploration of female agency and resistance within a violent society. This ongoing
debate highlights the complexity of the issue and the need for careful analysis that
considers both the characters’ individual motivations and the broader societal
context.

“ASongoflceandFire” isreplete withinstances of violence against frailest, including
but not limited to physical assault, sexual abuse, and emotional manipulation. The
female characters in the series often find themselves subjected to these forms of
violence, which are depicted in graphic detail. The Rape of Sansa Stark by Ramsay
Bolton is a deeply disturbing and controversial narrative element that has elicited
significant critique and discussion. It is crucial to approach this topic with sensitivity
and a recognition of the distressing nature of the content (Johnston, 2022, 456-476).

| ought to have shown her to the black cells as the daughter of a traitor, but
instead | made her part of mine own household. She shared my hearth and hall,
played with my own children. | fed her, dressed her, tried to make her a little less
ignorant about the world, and how did she repay me for my kindness? She helped
murder my son. When we find the Imp, we will find the Lady Sansa too. She is not
dead ... but before | am done with her, | promise you, she will be singing to the
Stranger, begging for his kiss.

One of the primary criticisms surrounding this storyline is the portrayal of sexual
violence against women for the sake of shock value and sensationalism. The use
of rape as a plot device has sparked debates about the ethical responsibility of
authors and showrunners in handling such sensitive subjects. Critics argue that
the explicit and gratuitous nature of Sansa’s assault serves little narrative purpose,
other than to shock and provoke a reaction from the audience (Niraula, 2022. n.p.).

Moreover, the storyline has been criticized for its deviation from the source
material. In Martin’s books, a different character experiences a similarly traumatic
event, but the decision to involve Sansa in the television adaptation has been
viewed by some as a sensationalistic move to increase the shock factor. This

departure from the original narrative has raised questions about the motivations
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between Catelyn Stark and Brienne when they discuss children or revenge, the
teasing between Arya and Sansa, Cersei and her female friend’s visit to the wood
witch or the clashes between Margaery and Cersei; there are various interactions
and connections between them, they are families, friends and enemies.

2. Unraveling female Violence:

Traditionally, female charactersin fiction often embody passivity and victimhood.
“A Song of Ice and Fire” defies this stereotype by presenting women who actively
engage in violence, subverting the “damsel in distress” trope. Female characters
such as Cersei Lannister, Sansa Stark, Arya Stark and Daenerys utilize violence as a
tool for survival, revenge, and power acquisition.

Cersei’s manipulation and ruthlessness, for instance, highlight the capacity for
female characters to be just as morally ambiguous and power-hungry as their male
counterparts (Martin, A Storm of Swords, Ch. 45). Female violence in the series
is rarely presented as simplistic or gratuitous. Each instance is intricately woven
into the character’s backstory, motivations, and the harsh realities of Westeros.
Catelyn’s kidnapping of Tyrion Lannister, for example, while morally questionable,
stems from her desperate attempt to protect her son amidst the escalating conflict
(Martin, A Clash of Kings, Ch. 23). Similarly, Arya’s training and pursuit of vengeance
unfold against the backdrop of war and the loss of her family, demonstrating how
trauma and societal pressures can shape a young woman'’s path towards violence.

The portrayal of female violence in “A Song of Ice and Fire” cannot be separated
from the patriarchal and war-torn society it depicts. Women in Westeros face systemic
oppression and limited agency, often subjected to violence themselves. “It all goes
back and back. To our mothers and fathers and theirs before them. We are puppets
dancing on the strings of those who came before us, and one day our own children
will take up our strings and dance on in our steads.” Their acts of violence, therefore,
can be interpreted as both expressions of agency and reactions to power imbalances.
Cersei’s manipulation and cunning, for instance, can be seen as a desperate attempt
to navigate a world dominated by men (Martin, A Feast for Crows, Ch. 30).

The portrayal of female violence has sparked diverse critical responses. Some
scholars, like McBride (2014, 165-180), argue that the series reinforces harmful
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1. Introduction:

George R.R. Martin’s epic fantasy series, “A Song of Ice and Fire,” has captivated
readers and audiences alike with its rich tapestry of political intrigue, complex
characters, and aworld steepedin lore. However, beneath the sprawling landscapes
and noble houses lies a darker narrative thread that weaves its way through the
story — the insidious presence of violence. In this exploration, we delve into the
nuanced portrayal of power dynamics, patriarchy, and peril within the realms of
Westeros and Essos, shedding light on the often-overlooked aspects of violence
against frailest that permeate the literary text.

As the Seven Kingdoms teeter on the brink of war, and characters navigate
treacherous political landscapes, the narrative unfolds to reveal a society rife
with inequalities and abuses. From the shadowy corridors of King’s Landing to the
distant lands of Essos, Martin’s world is a reflection of the complexities and harsh
realities that echo our own. Through a critical lens, we aim to dissect the instances
of violence embedded in the narrative, exploring the impact on characters, societal
structures, and the overarching themes of the series.

One of the central claims is that the dialectic between masculinity and violence
in A Song of Ice and Fire and Game of Thrones is more ideologically complex
than has been previously acknowledged, and that this complexity stems from its
engagement with both genre and frailest. A Song of Ice and Fire is also gritty and
gruesome fantasy, full of violence, murder and slaughter. Due to the biological
differences between male and female body and the assumption that men are
physically strong while women are weak, violence is associated with masculinity.
Violence is in fantasy common in forms of various combats, battles and wars, and
these are all usually male-dominated; but the series’ women are no less violent
than men.

Women in Martin’s work are not excluded from the violent acts and sometimes
they are more blood-thirsty than men; furthermore, by engaging in these acts they
do not necessary reject their roles and accept the masculine ones. A Song of Ice
and Fire has several female protagonist and many secondary characters who do

talk to each other about various topics. The striking examples are the conversations
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Abstract:

George R. R. Martin’s fantasy series, “A Song of Ice and Fire” is the studied topic
of this article as it is an examination of gender violence against men and women. It
examines violence against gender in its narrative. Moreover, it affords a reflective
considerate of violence by exploratory analyzing characters’ motivations, and
considering the broader societal context within the fictional world.

This study follows to loosen the multifaceted web of authority and resistance
welded into Martin’s text by examining the characters who face gender violence.
It addresses the agency and essence focusing on empowerment and resistance
within the narrative. “A Song of Ice and Fire” contributes to the representation
of gender violence in literature and its effects on societal norms. Eventually, the
narrative offers a new perspective on how Martin occupies with and reflects upon
the complex issues surrounding gender violence.

Keywords: A Song of Ice and Fire, gender, violence, epic fantasy, and corrupted

society.
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the other hand begins to link between the mental spaces that he evokes from long
—term memory or builds at the moment of listening or reading based on mental
frames he has that only to be stimulated and prodded by good language use .
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of induction, is completed, that is; God (Glory to Him) is the giver of every blessing
, fulfils every need ,and the target of every desire .

In sum, the text presents a lexico-semantic unity that is manifested in the (s)!sd!
Ll @.SJ«.H syntactical tandem parallelism in which a later expression supports a
previous one by repetition or contrast (logos) in order to create a direct impact
on he listener (ethos) , and achieve persuasion (pathos) .The cohesive unity is
also represented by the purposeful selection of lexical units that carry positive
connotations like 3z ,85 (my confidence ,my hope ), udS | b iS | Lz yad
(You ,God (Glory to Him relieves it ) ,and associations that are realized by semantic
relations like synonyms ,semantic field like « i, >bo,J 9’ that can be addressed
as the semantic field of ‘possessor’,and 4.£),d>\>, 4a23 (blessing ,need, desire) that
can be lilted as ‘ possessions’ that are only obtained by returning to God (Glory to
Him) in sl 2Jl9 <L Jl (weal and adversity) .

Conclusions

1) Parables are considered as the product of the literary mind They are
cognitive rhetorical mechanisms through which perceptions are given dynamism
by connections between many mental spaces rather than being semantic packages
that give meanings the characteristic of stability .

2) Prophet i often uses parables to influence the listeners aesthetically and
cognitively by choosing what suits the context and situation.

3) Most of thinking is metaphorical that is done by portrayal metaphor rather
than basing on similarity between two entities . Thus ,this type of metaphor helps
mind understand an abstract thought (the concept of security ) through a sensory
object that is perceived by the senses like (Noa’s Ark, a bee ).

4) The intellectual security is the most important type of security because the
integrity of thought from corrupt ideas achieves all types of security .Corruption of
thought leads to violence ,terrorism ,and extremism that lead to destabilization of
psychological ,spiritual , political ,economic ,and social security .

5) It is shown how conceptualization can be processed by employing the
cognitive mechanisms that all of us have them especially if the speaker makes

good use of his cognitive encyclopedia on one hand .The reader or the listener on
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provide the text its compositional and thematic cohesion and coherence .
Rhetorically, they aim at bringing about a change in the mental and emotional
components of the recipient to change his behavior, that is; resorting to prayer .
Cognitivelly ,they seek to make a change in the cognitive environment , prayer is
the way to achieve spiritual security .
The Whole text is a sequence of syntactically parallel sentences in which
phonetic repetition (assonance) is represented in the words G&5)
(Bue,dds,Buin, 3=, (my confidence ,my hope , adversity ,confidence , harness)
and lexical repetition that is represented in the words <Ji (you), S (each). These
rhetorical devices create what is called  ($)!g)l 22U’ (parallel assonance) which
is based on the tonal — semantic compatibility . Additionally , there is what is
known ‘Yl 018V 7 (semantic coupling) that is manifested in using synonyms *
saivg w,S” (distress and hardship) that provide the text with textual cohesion and
consistency .Thus ,the monotony of repetition is broken down and the recipient’s
mentality is stimulated to recreate the speaker’s vision of the world with the help
of the rhetorical devices .The first three sentences form the base mental space
that reflects the speaker’s cognitive realization that absolute faith in God is the
only way to get rid of any distress and hardship , and this faith is embodied in the
prayer that always begins with the word * «gll /(O God). The other mental space is
formed by the combination of the following sentences that are rhetorically called *
expanodos’; thatis, expansion or clarification of the preceding . Phrased differently
,the other mental space contains an interconnected chain of information ¢y 953
3154l dud Camn ,S ( How many distresses weaken the heart ,and in which | feel
helpless ,) 4=l 4 J& (and the close disheartens me) that includes a certain
element, relationship ,or characteristic which is the ‘absolute belief in God  in this
text .Then, as the discourse unfold ,the listener’s mental operation is triggered and
work over mental spaces to construct conceptual integration network .Through
the process of conceptual blending many mental operations such as selective
projection, backward projecting towards the inputs ,conscripting new structure to
the inputs are setting up among input mental spaces by which generic space (faith

,2trust , hope, blessing need ,desire ....) and the blended space in which the process
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close disheartens me, and the enemy gloats ,and | feel tried ,| have brought them
down to you and complained about them to you seeking for them rather than
anyone else. So, you relieved them ,and sufficed me from them .You are the master
of every blessing ,and the target of every desire .So, much praise and abundant
gratitude to you ].

Undoubtedly, that one of the results of faith in God( Glory be to Him) is achieving
spiritual security that is represented by reassurance and tranquility which stem
from the fact that the muslim believes in God’s help , care and protection . The
true muslim always resorts to God (Glory be to Him) and finds comfort with God
in his loneliness .The following text is a manifestation of spiritual security that is
represented by a prayer .

The syntactical parallel sentences :

3158l die Campny S 40 pf ( How many distresses weaken the heart ,and, , ,and
| feel tried ), ygoY! 4d Gudy A=l 48 J&5g (in which | feel helpless ), 4.8 Jdsog
Gually Jadly coyall (and the close disheartens me ), 9l 48 Cwiiog (and the
enemy gloats ).

Contain a series of intransitive present tense verbs that are connected by the
conjunction , (and) .There is what is called common signification or semantic
relevance among the actions denoted by the verbs ez (weakens),J& (reduces),
@GS (tired) , Jdso (disheartens), cw-io (gloats) . All the these sentences give a
sense of a need to God (Glory to Him) in all life accidents such as distress , fatigue,
disappointment and gloating .The definite article in the nouns <,)! (the close) ,
Jaxdl (the distant) ,29wJl( the friend) denotes that these ones are well known for
the speaker .Therefore ,betrayal by a friend or a relative is more serve than others
,as the gloating of a spiteful enemy .

The indefiniteness in the nouns w,S( distress), 8. (hardship) , 4s= (blessing),
4>\>(a need), and 4.&) (a desire) , indicates anguishes and blessings respectively.
So, it can be deduced that ‘anguish’ and * blessings’ are concept that are processed
mentally by the mental processes of realization, thinking and meditation .

Seemingly ,the verbs with its attachments represented by the subjects ,the

prepositional phrases «ic (about it) , <& (in it) as well as the conjunction , (and)
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who is the intended entity with the elements in the generic space such as the
manner of actions ,merits ; the blended space is composed through the process
of Jlsdl blawyl (the selective projection ). Thus , a new conceptual structure
that is considered an entry to construct the intended meaning , emerges that ‘ a
believer is a good creature in all his /her matters including the ability of amiability
, intimacy ,and peaceful social coexistence with others that achieves familial and
social security .

Prophet #rutilizes the listeners’ background knowledge of bee and its merits that
creates a plausible mental image of the believer and his/her actions and deeds in
the listeners’ mind . This motivates him/her to infer the intended idea by a process
that is called ‘ schema induction” which makes memory and cognition of previous
experiences more efficient to deduce the desired thought of the discourse .

Obviously ,the whole parable carries a sense of appeasement and intimacy that
are implied in the words &9l , 4u>bo ,adl> (sit with him , accompany him,
consult him) which refer to the good and safe social relations among the members
of the same society .Additionally , these words have semantic compatibility that
carries thematic pertinence since they imply positive connotations .

Noticeably ,there is a syntactical affinity (parallelism) that is attained by
syntactical repetition in the sentences ¢lais diudl> ol (if you associate with him
, he will benefit you), ¢lxds au=>Lo | (if you befriend him , he will benefit you),
lads &Gy9ls ¢ (if you consult him , he will benefit you) , and lexical repetition
(anadiplosis ) of the word ¢l=23 ( benefit you) .This affinity generates smoothness
of the discourse and makes it easy to be understood .

Text (3) :,w £5 fin b;Jl eles
O_AV_ics.u,wgdyfijsgéuij‘gujsg%;@)ub‘jjsjs‘“jg:ssuiv_&m]
‘)ﬂy‘@@ﬁ)‘ﬁw‘@&w&wwﬁ‘*—éJJ—%j‘U#‘@JJﬁﬁ”‘ﬂ‘uMg)ﬁ
Cians J5 2y el S s e 555w Bl me L a0 L, 2] 4,508 2 o5

Dol L el es el cid, IS g cin b S Smlos

[O, Allah you are my confidence in every distress, you are my hope in every

hardship , and you are my confidence and harness in every matter that befalls

me .How many distresses weaken the heart ,and in which | feel helpless ,and the
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This parable , like other parable ,is considered a mirror of the rhetoric of the
literary mind through which literary creativity is analyzed from a cognitive perspective
that activates the role of the conceptual integration. The conceptual integration is a
mental mechanism and dynamic activity in constructing meanings and understanding
their mysteries . Explicitly ,the context and the situation of this parable indicate the
importance of building a social human being to achieve unity ,harmony and social
stability .Thus ,the process of creating a socially secure society is completed .

Apparently ,there is no similarity between the believer and the bee physically
and physiologically ,but there is similarity in other characteristics in terms of the
way of work ,life ,harmony and benefit .This similarity is employed cognitively
through activating the mental spaces including the blending space and the
conceptual blending that results from the processes of composition , completion ,
and elaboration of the input spaces .

The two phrases in this parable ‘ the believer * (target space ) and ‘ the bee’
(source space) are considered incoming information that construct input spaces
. The elements which are shared by input spaces are captured in a generic space
that involves symmetry relations between the inputs spaces .

In the process of blending ,the structure is projected from two mental input
spaces into the third space that is called the zj«Jl sLaé (the blended space).
The generic and blending spaces are interconnected .Thus ,the blended space
involves the following symmetrical relations: dexterity and percipience of bees are
required in a believer’s consultation ( ¢laas 43)9Li 0] ), little harm and pettiness are
demanded in a believer’s fellowship and association (¢ad dudl> Oly Elads disbo O
daaiadl ©, (“ (the benefit) , “ 4cU3 “ (contentment ), ,I48Y1 ;¢ o5l (avoiding filth)
, SV cub (good food) , d<lk)l (obedience ) of bees ensure that all of believer’s
affairs are beneficial . So, it is safe to deal with him. These meanings constitute the
contents of the generic space which are formed through the processes of cS/Ul
(composition) , 43I (completion) , and $«8.3! (elaboration) among the input
spaces .Most of these meanings are metaphorical connections that the recipient
infers by employing the above mental processes .

Now the two input spaces, the bee and its characteristics and (»§sJ! ( a believer)
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Importantly,this mental space is smaller and more specific than the conceptual
space .Thus ,other mental spaces are structured by other linguistic expressions
such as S (boarded it ), < (saved), e calss (left it) , 3¢ (drowned) that
stimulate mental operations work over mental spaces . Consequently ,conceptual
integration network is built up . “ It involves setting up mental spaces , match across
spaces, locating shared structures, projecting back word to inputs ,recruiting new
structure to the inputs or the blend “ Turner (2002) .

Accordingly ,four mental spaces are involved :two input spaces, a generic space
and a blend space .The latter indicates the recipient’s inference and decision .

The sum of the mental input spaces and the generic space forms a new mental
image that is a mixture of several overlapping perceptions that carry within them
a scenario for a new story similar to the story of Noah’s people .

From several expressions such as duiaw(ark), s (boarded it), L= (was saved)
, WSy (left it) , &,¢(drowned), beside the base mental space about !l Jai (the
household), zs ¢ (Noah’s people ), the listeners set up the second mental space
whose frame is about salvation . Salvation frame becomes more specific to Ja
Sl e codl (the household are the salvation) as the listeners continue to think
These two mental spaces with the generic space ,a new conceptual structure
emerge that is the household represent the security valve for the nation. The
rhetorical appeal logos is represented by the parable itself which is considered a
persuasive discursive mechanism that Prophet s often uses in his speech .Ethos is
shown through the real story of Noah'’s people that the listeners have background
knowledge of it .So, it highlight Prophet’s @ credibility that reveals his extreme
keenness to achieve the security of his nation by using mitigated linguistic means
to convey the intended message smoothly .

Text (2) 13 4l Jgwy JB
el wld IS 5 nds Ll 05 s 5,58 0l Snds dn-Loo 0f Lol J 1S a1 20 0]

AYYAL o) [ plio Lol IS Dowid) SIS

[The believer is like a bee : if you befriend him ,he will benefit you , if you

consult him, he will benefit you and if you associate with him, he will benefit you

.All of his affairs are beneficial , and so is the bee, all of its affairs are beneficial ].
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Figure(1): The Developed Mode of Analysis

5.3 Data Analysis

Text(1):Jois iz (o Carowo JB H3 g_i R
SIS Lo CZ ey L LSy oo oo B o 55 s 0 003 ool 2 01 Y]

(FEY) g ol

[ However ,my household among you is like Noah’s Ark ,whoever boarded it
was saved ,and whoever left it ,he drowned ] .

Prophet :#: uses parables repeatedly to guide people to the Sharia rulings
because such a rhetorical advice has a greater impact and effect on people and
motivates their minds .Cognitively ,the two cognitive theories ; mental spaces
and conceptual blending are employed in this text to highlight the concept of
intellectual security .Prophets: uses the expression ‘Noah Ark ‘ as a base space

Ill

that triggers what Fauconnier (2004:49) call “ a plausible Scenario” that depends
on background knowledge of the speaker and the listeners .The base space as one
realization of the mental spaces theory reflects “the speaker’s metal representation
of reality “ (ibid).

Broadly speaking ,this expression refers to the Prophet’s i ability to recognize
and discriminate the real trouble that the Islamic nation is suffering from as well
as the solution of this trouble that is restricted by restoring to him #z and his

household (3¢8) to save them from confusion and misguidance .
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mental representation of reality ,so it is called “reality space “ (Brandt ,2013 :229).
Linguistic expressions ,according to Fauconnier (2004:347), that are uttered by the
speaker are considered as ‘ space builder’s that set up a new mental space which
corresponds to what the recipient thinks. There can be other mental spaces, he
further states ,and much more possible connections that make a certain network
with conceptual integration .These connections lead to make a conceptual blending
theory.

Mental spaces ,as defined by Fauconnier &Turner (2002:137), are conceptual
packages that are built when we think and speak for the purpose of understanding
andaction.Packagesare very molecularassemblies containing several elementsthat
are built by cognitive frameworks and models .These elements are interconnected
and can be modified as thinking and discourse develop.

Conceptual blending theory refers to the notion of triggering mental operation
that works over mental spaces .According to Fauconnier and Turner (2002:44) ,the
conceptual integration network involves four mental spaces : “two input spaces, a
generic space ,and a blended space “. Incoming information, which are represented
in linguistic expressions shared by input spaces , is captured in a generic space
which contains more specific structures . The construction of the blending space is
linked to three operations involved in the creation of a blended space : composition
, completion ,and elaboration . Composition is the simplest operation between
elements coming from input spaces ,providing relations between them that do
not exist in the two inputs alone .Through the process of completion ,conceptual
integration networks are completed by another structures .Elaboration process
develops the blended space through imaginative mental simulation according to
principles existing in the blended space .

Through these processes ,” the blend gives rise to an emergent structure which
does not exist in the input spaces” ibid (295-302). This an emergent structure can
provide us insight and inference which are made by projecting back the emergent

structure to the input spaces and modifying them .
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5.2 The Model of Analysis

The data are going to be analyzed according to Hussein Abdul —Raof’s (2006)
model of rhetorical devices of Arabic rhetoric , and Fauconnier’s (1994) mental
space , Fauconnier and Turner’s (2002) conceptual blending theories as two
cognitive analytic tools .Hussein’s (2006) model is adopted for two reasons: firstly
,it is matches the data of analysis .Secondly ,it is very comprehensive model and
tackles various types of Arabic rhetorical devices .Some of these devices are chosen
.He divides rhetorical devices into three types :

1- ol @le (al- fasahah or eloquence )which involves phonetic and lexical
congruity that is achieved by figures of speech (simile ,metaphor,etc.). il 4oidl
(parables) can be considered a device within eloquence (‘ilm Albayan) that can be
defined as “ a comparison or analogy drawn from nature or human circumstances
,the object of which is to set forth a spiritual lesson” (Gene ,1995:2). Parables are
viewed as “narrative tools and simple stories for conveying profound intellectual
truths, moral guidance , and spiritual enlightenment”(Djamdjuri et al, 2022:65
) . Al Jahsh(2024: 671) states that this rhetorical device is known by “its cultural
embeddedness, literary artistry, and theological depth as well as reflecting divine
wisdom and prophet Muhammed’s eloquence in conveying the universal message
of Islam.

2- 3l ple (Semantics) that includes word order which in turns involves many
sections like conjunction ,verb, definitiveness ,indefiniteness etc.) .

3- &l ole (embellishment) that refers to “ the linguistic features that give
discourse decorative elegance and acceptability provided it does not violate
contextual or linguistic criteria” (Hussein, 2006 :239) .

It includes semantic embellishments and lexical embellishments .The former
consists of antithesis ,expanodos or elaboration and repetition ,among others.
The latter includes alliteration ,parallelism , and assonance ,among others.

Mental space theory and conceptual blending theory are two cognitive analytical
theories that are exploited in recognizing the recipient’s understanding of the
message of the text .In mental space theory ,two mental spaces are included :base

space which is concerned with our background knowledge that show the speaker’s
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‘cognitive Rhetoric’. Rhetorically ,logs is related to study discourse techniques ,
whether they are arguments ,means of reasoning ,or rhetorical images whereas
cognitively,itis concerned with the studying of language asanindependent cognitive
activity , its characteristics and how it interacts with other cognitive faculties. Ethos
is concerned with the speaker’s credibility ,whereas cognitively it is concerned with
intelligence and how it processes information , especially at the level of production
and presenting information .Rhetorically, pathos studies the emotional effect ,but
cognitively it revolves around the mind and how it processes the information at the
level of reception and how it is understood and comprehended (Amossy,2013:4-7) .

2017:235(‘"}5:5) points out that the relation between cognition and rhetoric
becomes deeper and more integrated at the level of the functions of discourse
.The aims of speech in rhetoric are to bring about a change in the mental and
emotional components of the recipient and to move him/her from a mental state
to another by adopting one action or switching for another .This change is caused
through persuasion ,influence or inducement to be convinced.

5.Data Description and Analysis

5.1 data Description

For the purpose of showing the relevance of cognitive mechanisms and
rhetorical devices to discourse studies three texts of the literary legacy of Prophet
2z will be analyzed in terms of linguistic features , recipients’ inference processes
, and the speaker’s intentions of persuasion and influence .

Legacy includes a collection of stories, poems ,novels ,and other literary
works which are produced within a specific culture and follow specific socio-
cultural criteria that is handed down from one period of time to another (Jordi et
al,2019:99).

In the light of above ,it can be said that the literary legacy of prophet & is
every thing that has been passed down through generations over different periods
of time ,which includes hadiths, commandments, sermons, and supplications that
together reflect the correct Islamic culture .In the following section ,some of patterns

of this legacy will be analyzed from cognitive rhetorical point of view .
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4. Cognitive Rhetoric

Cognition has largely developed especially in the second half of the twentieth
century . This development has two paths : the internal path represented by
the development of the systems of cognition ,its terminological and conceptual
devices ,and the external path realized by its profound influence on adjacent fields
.Consequently ,new fields of cognition have emerged such as cognitive literature
(Burke & Troscianko,2017) ,cognitive semantics (Talmy, 2000) , cognitive semiotics
,and cognitive pragmatics (Stockwell ,2002). Cognitive rhetoric (GR henceforth) is
another field in which the relation between cognition and rhetoric is shown to
see how rhetoric works cognitively and how cognition works rhetorically (Lakoff
&Johnson ,2018:253).

GR can be broken down into two terms : rhetoric which is associated in the
west with Greek civilization ,and it was linked strongly with political speeches and
managing social issues through influential language .Hussein (2006:1) states that
rhetoric, for Arabs, is a linguistic discipline that provides the language user or
a text producer with effective and appropriate mechanisms to create eloquent
and forceful discourse .Thus ,rhetoric aims at sharpening up and upgrading the
linguistic competence of the speaker or the writer to achieve the communicative
needs .

Regarding cognition ,Evans (2007:17) defines the term cognition by linking it to
all functional aspects of the mind ,both conscious and unconscious .In particular
,it constitutes the mental proceedings (the mechanisms and processes), and
knowledge involved in a whole set of tasks extending from a lower —level of
perception of decision of perceptible object to a higher —level of decision making.

Mark Turner (1987) in his book which is titled “ Death-or Beauty : Mind , Metaphor,
Criticism’ was the first who shed light on the relation between rhetoric and cognition
. Then ,Herman (2016) published his book ‘Rhetoric and cognition * which is a
collection of articles that deal with many ideas including adopting a cognitive model
for processing information ,especially regarding the hidden motives underlie beliefs .

The relation between cognition and rhetoric is highly manifested in the three

rhetorical appeals (logos,ethos,pathos), particularly in Browe’s (2018) book
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This is what the verse (83) of Al-Nisa’a sura shows :

wu\wwﬁwL;jlg\jdj_.ﬂjﬂL;\@S;,_sﬁ_,\,_pb\u,_;\,\wyag,_ij_a\H;uuﬁ»
(AT L €3G Y] RIS (._Mv ’:C;«)M_gm\umygjv_@”}kﬁ;w

[When there comes to them some matter touching (publlc)safety or fear, they
make it known (among the people ); If only they had referred it to the Messenger
or to those charged with authority among them ,the proper investigators would
have understood it from them (directly ). Had it not been for the Grace and Mercy
of Allah upon you, you would have followed (Shaitan) , save a few of you ]. ( Al-
Hilali &Khan,1982: 122)

3.2 The Spiritual Security

Spiritual security, as the intellectual security, is one of the most significant pillars
for achieving psychological and social security. It can only achieved by resorting to
God Almighty (2021:19, uw>) .He further states that the system of worship in Islam
including prayer ,fasting ,supplication ,etc. are mainly means of achieving spiritual
transcendence to Muslims .Hence, performing tasks and obeying the obligatory rules
represented by the religious system is the only way to achieve this security where
manifestations of solidarity ,interdependence , affection and mercy are evident .The
one who performs prayer at its time will have a close relationship with his creator ,
thus his religious scruples will be strengthened and his faith will increase .

Likewise , Zakat (charity) purifies the soul from greed ,stinginess ,and selfishness
where financially capable Muslims be a source of mercy for their poor brothers.

During fasting ,the believer is strengthened by piety from what God Almighty
has forbidden , as he feels that God is watching over him in every small and big
matter ,and thus prevents him from any deviation (ibid) .

3.3 Social Security

Social security is one of the psychological needs that Islamic law seeks to
satisfy through legislation that leads to strengthening social ties such as honoring
one’s parents ,ties of kinship ,the rights of spouses ,the rights of parents and sons
,obligatory alimony , reconciliation of relationships ,etc. By applying these laws
,the individual becomes secure about himself, his money ,and his life and feels of

belonging and appreciation (2009:2, 2954)1) .
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[ So let them worship(Allah) the Lord of this Gouse (the Ka’bah in Makkah. He
who has fed them against hunger and has made them safe from fear ].(Al- Hilali
&Khan,1982:851)

There are many meanings of security depending on the types of security
risks that society may face .Every thing that indicates the meaning of comfort ,
tranquility, happiness and sophistication in any aspect of life is ‘security’ (, ey
51: 2002).

3.The Constituents of Security in Islam

There is no doubt that Islam provided the best model for security in its
comprehensive sense ,especially in the era of prophecy and the era of early Islam
,particularly during caliphate of Imam Ali (pbh) . A Muslim lived in complete security
from any external aggression, his life goes on smoothly with nothing disturbing it
.The following sections are a brief reference to some of the pillars of security in
Islam.

3.1 The Intellectual Security

The intellectual security is the most important type of security because keeping
one’s mind free from corrupt ideas leads to all other types of security . Corruption
of thoughts leads to violence ,terrorism ,and extremism that destabilize spiritual
,political ,economic ,social ,etc. security (2001:316, ,4«=). The only way to achieve
security is absolute and sincere faith in God Almighty without doubt , faith based
on monotheism ,otherwise there is no reassurance . This is what the verse (82) of
Al Inaa’m sura reveals :

N L1 €055 45 2N A B T, et 1,200 051 T 2,0

[ It is those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah and worship none but Him
Alone and confuse not their belief with Zulm (wrong i.e them (only) there is
security and they are the guided ].( Al- Hilali &Khan,1982:182)

The other exponent of intellectual security is returning the matters to the
messenger #: and the guardians who are in authority (the twelve infallible
imams), since they are the source of knowledge , ideas ,and opinions with whom
the conditions of religious authority are met ( 29-30: 2014, Jww Jedl).
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1.Introduction

The literary legacy ,in all its forms ,of Prophet #: is considered a unique
linguistic genre within which knowledge is highly emphasized .By this knowledge
, the believer learns an integrated plan for his existence , thinking , and works
according to the approach of the divine caliphate which inspires the nation with
the teachings of revelation and the Islamic mission .The cognitive rhetoric is a new
analytic approach that is utilized recently in discourse studies . The most prominent
theories in this approach is the mental spaces theory (Fauconniner ,1985,1994)
and conceptual blending theory (Turner &Fauconnier ,2002) .These two theories
represent an introduction to reconsider metaphor and metonymy and returning
their bases to the mind .The basic idea of these two theories revolves around
mental spaces as cognitive structures stimulated by language .The world that a
person knows is the world that he imagines in his mind and the role of language
is to direct the process of building concepts by stimulating cognitive spaces and
frameworks instead of merely representing them (Barbara & Eve ,2014:76-77).
This basic mental process leads to the creation of new meanings ,comprehensive
insights , and useful conceptual compressions for memory as well as it plays a
fundamental role in constructing meaning in daily life ,in the arts ,and in the
sciences (ibid).

The current study tries to uncover the correlation between cognition and
rhetoric in terms of the three basic pillars of any communicative process ,that is ;
logos ,pathos ,and ethos to show how these rhetoric pillars work cognitively and
how cognition works rhetorically to present the concept of security .

2. The concept of Security

Security is defined as:

(FAA 2l D (YN OL I G058 3 35 pude 52)
[ Security is not expecting any bad thing in future ].

This inclusive definition points to the need for human beings to face any evil
around them, whether in the present time or in the future .It is not limited to the
country, society ,family ,or self . The Holy Qura’n links the economic, social and

individual aspects together as in:
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Abstract

Achieving people’s interests in this world and hereafter is the basic goal of
Islam. These interests are only achieved by ensuring people’s security in these two
worlds. The security that Islam guarantees to people in this world is the intellectual,
spiritual, social, economic and political ones. The security in hereafter is achieved
by wining paradise, and the adobe of God’s mercy and satisfaction.

This paper is an attempt to shed light on the manifestations of the concept
of security in the literary and cultural heritage of Prophet (PBUH) represented
by hadiths, supplications, commandments, and sermons. This literary heritage
represents a unique linguistic genre that is characterized by various and beautiful
rhetoric devices that are emanating from divinity. The paper focuses on the
intellectual, spiritual and social security because the integrity and soundness
of thought and spirit achieve social security that is represented by peaceful
coexistence among members of the society. A person way commit suicide because
of a wrong idea, a family or a society may be destroyed by a disordered, misguided
and destructive thought.

The study aims at delving into the literary heritage of Prophet (PBUH) to reveal
his point of view on the concept of security. It also aims to apply the cognitive
analytic tools like mental space theory (Fauconnier, 1985,1994) and conceptual
Blending theory (Fauconnier and Turner,2002) within which conceptual metaphor
and metonymy are realized, and to show the relevance of these tools to discourse
analysis.

It is concluded the efficiency of the parables in understanding the abstract
concepts by using sensory objects through the processes of analysis, association,
perception, remembering, and other mental processes. It is also concluded the
importance of other rhetorical devices such as parallelism, semantic coupling, and
lexical valency in activating the recipient’s mental skills to infer the intended idea.

Keywords: Security, Cognitive-Rhetoric, Conceptual Metaphor, Conceptual
Metonymy, Conceptual Blending Theory, Mental Space Theory.
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, Pragmatic Identity: A Comprehensive Analysis: Examples from Al-Imam

" Al-Hussein’s Speech in Al-Taf Battle_ Ashura

“Thus, the Ima'm turned his face away from them and addressed the units of
the army, saying to them: “People, if you hated me, then let me go to a safe place
intheland.”

“However, Qays b. al-Ash’ath, a wicked sinner in Ku'fa who belonged to a
corrupt family, interrupted him, saying: “Submit to the authority of your kinsmen
(the Umayyads). They have never treated you with anything but what you liked.”

“By Allah, | will never give you my hand like a man who has been
humiliated; nor will | flee like a slave,” said al-Husayn, peace be on him.
Then he called out: “O Servants of Allah, | take refuge in my Lord and your Lord
from your stoning. | take refuge in my Lord and your Lord from every haughty man

who does not believe in the Day of Reckoning” (Online Sources: 1 and 2).
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flies in Heaven, my uncle? Have you not heard the words of the Apostle of Allah,
may Allah bless him and his family, concerning myself and my brother: ‘These are
the two lords of the youths of the inhabitants of heaven’? Whether you believe
what | am saying- and it is the truth, for by Allah | have never told a lie since | learnt
that Allah hated people (who told) them- or whether you regard me as a liar, there
are among you those, if you asked them, would tell you:”

“Ask Ja’far b. ‘Abd Allah al-Ansa’ri, Abu™ Sa’id al-Khudari, Sahl b. Sa’ad al-Sa"idi,
Zayd b. Argam, and Anas b. Ma’lik to tell you that they heard these words from
the Apostle of Allah, may Allah bless him and his family, concerning myself and my
brother. Is there not (sufficient) in this to prevent you from shedding my blood?”

“However, the wicked sinner, Shimr b. Dhi al-Jawshan interrupted Ima'm al-
Husayn, saying: “If | understand what you are saying, then | only worship Allah
(very shakily) on the edge.”

“Habeebb.Muza'hir,anexcellentMuslimbeliever,answered Shimr, saying: “Ithink
thatyouworshipAllah (veryshakily) onseventyedges, forltestifyyouareright.Youdo
notunderstandwhatheissaying,forAllahhasimpressed(ignorance)uponyourheart.”
“Then the great Ima'm (al-Husayn) continued: “If you are in doubt about
these words, you are in doubt that | am the son of the daughter of your
Prophet. By Allah there is no son of a prophet other than me among you
and among the peoples from the East to the West. Shame on you, are you
seeking retribution from me for one of your dead whom | have killed, or for
property of yours which | expropriated, or for a wound which | have inflicted?”
“Thesewordsshookthegroundundertheirfeet. Theybecameperplexed,notknowing
what to say. Then Ima'm al-Husayn, peace be on him, called the commanders of the
army, who wrote letters to him to come to their city, saying: “Shibth b. Rib’i, Hajja'r
b. Abjar, Qays b. al-Ash’th, Yazid b. al-Harth, didn’t you write: ‘The fruit has ripened;
the dates have grown green; come to an army which has been gathered for you’?”
But those wicked sinners did not feel shame in betraying a promise and breaking a
covenant; they all unanimously agreed on telling lies, saying: “We didn’t do (that).”

“The Ima’m was astonished at their answer, so he said: “Glory belongs to Allah!
Yes, by Allah, you did it.”
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much.” When they became quiet, he went on delivering his sermon. He praised
and glorified Allah, and he called down blessings upon the Prophet, may Allah
bless him and his family, and said concerning that countless words.”

“No speaker has ever been heard before or after him more eloquent in his
speech than he was. He continued:”

“People, indeed Allah, the Most High, created this world and made it the abode
of annihilation and vanishing. It changes its inhabitants from state to state, so the
conceited one is he whom it deludes, and the miserable one is he whom it charms.
So let not this world delude you because it cuts off the hope of him who has
confidence in it and despairs the greediness of him who desires for it. | see that you
have unanimously agreed on an affair through which you have made Allah angry
with you, turn his Holy Face away from you, and send down his vengeance upon you.
So the best lord is our Lord, and you are the worst slaves! You acknowledged
obedience (to Allah) and believed in the Prophet Mohammed, may Allah bless
him and his family, and then you have crept against his progeny and his family,
you want to kill them. Satan has wholly engaged you, so he has made you forget
the remembrance of Allah, the Almighty. So woe to you and to what you want! To
Allah we belong and to Him is our return. These are people who have disbelieved
(in Allah) after their belief (in Him). So away with the oppressive people!”
“Ima’m al-Husayn, peace be on him, preached to the people with these
words. He warned them against the delusion of this world and gave them
proofs for its unsuccessful final results and prevented them from killing the
family of their Prophet, for they would disbelieve in Islam and be worthy
of Allah’s punishment and vengeance. Then the great Ima'm continued:”
“People, trace back my lineage and consider who I am. Then look back at yourselves
and remonstrate with yourselves. Consider whether it is right for you to kill me and
to violate the honor of my womenfolk. Am | not the son of the daughter of your
Prophet, of his testamentary trustee (wasi) and his cousin, the first of the believers
in Allah and the man who (first) believed in what His Apostle, may Allah bless him
and his family, brought from his Lord?”

“Was not Hamza, the lord of the martyrs, my uncle? Was not Ja’far, the one who
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Appendix 2 ) /

Al-Imam Al-Hussein’s Speech in Ashura Day in English

Imam al-Husayn’s Sermon

“On the day of Ashura, when Imam Hussayn (as) saw the gathering of the
enemies against him which was like a torrent, he raised both his hands towards the
sky and prayed, O’ my Lord ! You are my haven in every mishap, my hope in every
predicament, my refuge and defender in every ordeal. How many a distress that
weakens the heart, makes the enemy rejoice at the misfortune. When | entrusted
it to You out of preference over others, You did not let me down and had driven
away and eliminated all these distressing things. You are the Giver of every boon
and the ultimate source of every wish to be granted.”

“He delivered among them his historical sermon, which is the purest and most
eloquent one in Arabic literature. He called them at the top of his voice to make
them all hear his words. He said to them:“People, listen to my words and do not
hurry (to attack me) so that | may remind you of the duties you have towards me
and so that (by telling you the true circumstances) | may free myself from any
blame in (your attacking me).”

“If you give me justice, you will become happier through that. If you do not
give me justice of your own accord (as individuals), then agree upon your affairs
(and your associates); let not your affairs be in darkness to you. Then carry (it) out
against me and do not reflect (any further). Indeed my guardian is Allah, Who sent
down the Book; He takes care of the righteous.”

“The air carried Ima'm al-Husayn’s words to the womenfolk of the Prophet
and they lamented loudly, so the Ima'm sent to them his brother al-Abba’s and

his son ‘Ali and said to them: “Calm them. By my life, their weeping will be very
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lll.Pragmatic Level
Conveying his message comprehensively and impeccably clear, Al-lmam presents
those people aligned with his opponent with two distinctly delineated options.
After, the audience, having fully grasped these choices and their ramifications,
what remains is for them to make an informed decision based on the insights
explained by the surah from the Glorious Quran that Al-lmam presents.
After discussing two examples from Al-Imam’s speech on the Day of Ashura, it
is time to draw some conclusions based on this analysis.
5.Conclusions
Based on the theoretical and practical components of the current research, the
following conclusions are drawn:
1.Identity is demonstrated to be a core issue in communicative action with respect
to the data analyzed.
2.The definition of Pragmatic Identity, which involves the speaker positioning of
his own identity and positioning of his opponent’s identity through language use
throughout the process of communication, has been validated as workable after
applying the analytical model to two examples from Al-Imam Al-Hussein’s speech
during Ashura Day.
3.1t has been shown to be both appropriate and workable. Thus, identity can be
pragmatically oriented as there is mutual understanding between the speaker (i.e.
intention) and the listener (i.e. inference) concerning identity.
4.The language of Al-Imam Al-Hussein is regarded second on the continuum
of language strength as those opposing him are unable to question what he
communicates.
5.Given that identity is conceptualized as a pragmatic process, it can manifest
through various pragmatic phenomena, including speech acts, implicature,
relevance, politeness strategies, cooperative principles, and other related
elements_ offering fertile ground for further exploration in future works.
6.Finally, identity has an indispensable and unparalleled impact on both the
individual and society, particularly when the speaker is one of the messengers of
God.
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lll.Pragmatic Level
The full utilization of language at its highest degree (intention) and the complete
understanding of language (inference) represent the epitome of linguistic mastery.
Al-lImam conveys his message with such profound eloquence that it renders his
opponents speechless. It is no wonder that this occurs as one of Ahl-AlBait’s
miracles is their full control of language.
Example (2):
O ke e S SIEET o (e o0 G o oS o Y5 3 el LS
O ¢ e ot 0 5 5 Bl A 025 oSl e Sl G oiass L5 o5 50 o213
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I.LExplanation of identity: positionir{g of Al-lmam’s identity
In this example, Al-lmam unequivocally asserts his identity. He tells them to
heed his words and then discern whose identity is the rightful one—his or his
adversary’s. However, those who follow his opponent, motivated by wealth and
worldly treasures, prefer his opponent over him, despite being irrefutably wrong.
Il.Structure
Al-Imam Al-Hussein presents those who favor his opponent over him with two
options prior to hearing his arguments. They must make a decision, fully aware
of his true identity, and thus are expected to accept his arguments and align with
him. What elevates Al-lmam’s rhetoric to the pinnacle of linguistic strength is his
employment of a conditional structure: he offers two choices. Should they choose
to align with him, he promises their contentment; conversely, if they choose to
support his opponent, he cites a verse from the Glorious Quran to forewarn them
of the consequences of such a decision. This approach is exceptionally persuasive
and incontrovertible, as it is grounded in divine revelation. Consider Al-Imam’s two
if conditional options:
e Lo oS3 86 L Sl Sl 25 . oSkl p Cadl G ponhasl s L8 os 5 5 0de ol 06
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contingent of merely 72 believers), Al-lmam, undaunted by this disparity, invoked
this supplication to elucidate that his identity as a devout follower of God fortified
him beyond the intimidating numerical superiority of the opposition. His persis-
tent faith rendered the enemy’s numbers inconsequential.
Regarding Al-Imam’s positioning of his opponent, it is left to the audience to com-
pare the two positions and discern which one demonstrates greater informedness.
[I.Structure
Furthermore, with regard to the structure of this supplication, Al-lmam em-
ploys parallel structures, first using phrases with the same number of words (4
words each), followed by phrases with the same number of words (3 words each)
as explained below:
(Five words) s Js 8 8 <l
(Four words) sus Js & Sros
(Five words) ,af s & J il
(Four words) sae s a8 4 J 5
(Three words) 2 o oS
(Three words) s 54l ab Canuas
(Three words) dtias |,
(Three words) uallas Jiz s
(Three words) sual ad coaivs
(Two words) &b 4 ;i
(Two words) <] & ;s
)
(Two words) S| g
(Two words) 2 su e
(One word) «:2:56
(One word) a5
(Four words) ex Js s il
(Four words) i, s e (b
These balanced structures are deliberately utilized to craft an oration that epit-

omizes the pinnacle of linguistic potency.
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The above analytical model works as follows:

The speaker positions his own identity using language at the highest level (language
use) on the continuum of language strength (see Figure (2) above). Similarly, the
speaker positions the identity of his opponent using language at the highest level on
the continuum of language strength. It is worth mentioning that the purpose is not
to persuade the audience but to present through language use the absolute truth in
a manner that is unquestionable, i.e. it represents the highest on the continuum of
strength. The information processed is new and highly elevated akin to the language of
the Glorious Qur’an (See Figure (2) above). The opponent may either accept or refuse
this positioning. Regardless of the opponent’s choice, the audience recognize that the
speaker’s processed information represents the highest on the continuum of strength
and is cogently beyond question.

Asillustratedin Figure (3) above, information attains a higher position on the language
strength continuum when it meets the specified criteria. Given that the language used
by Al-lmam Al-Hussein is ranked second in strength, directly following the language
of the Glorious Qur’an and Prophet Mohammed, its potency is both undeniable and
unmatched, as will be further demonstrated in the subsequent section.

4.Data Analysis and Discussion

The analytical model is applied to two examples taken from the speech of Al-Imam
Al-Hussein on the Day of Ashura. The analysis according to the proposed model is
presented below. The full speech is provided in Arabic and English in Appendices 1 and
2 respectively.

Example (1):

w
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I.Explanation of identity: positioning of Al-Ilmam’s identity
Upon observing the enemy’s cavalry and their overwhelming numbers (the ad-

versarial force numbering approximately 30,000 people compared to Al-Imam’s
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contextual understanding. Since communication plays a significant role in identity

formation, it is valuable to examine the potential relationship of pragmatics and

identity. In this context, identity expands upon the conventional understanding_

namely, how individuals perceive themselves and their relationships with others.

To recapitulate, | coin the following definition for pragmatic identity: the speaker

positioning of his own identity and positioning of his opponent’s identity through

language use throughout the process of communication.
3.The Analytical Model
Based on the theoretical background, the definition of pragmatic identity

mentioned above and my own observations, | develop the following analytical

model:

Pragmatic Identity

The Speaker

Positioning

of himself

higheﬁ degree
of language

on the continuum

(see Figure (Y) above)

Positioning
of his opponent's identity

highest degree of language
on the continuum

The opponent

Accept Refuse
the positioning the positioning

Figure (3): The Analytical Model of Analysis
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This continuum of language strength proposes that the way information is
presented affects how it is received. When the information presented is serious and
important (as Al-lmam Al-Hussein is transmitting the message of our God to human
beings), it requires the highest and in depth degree of information processing.
Furthermore, Al-Imam’s language involves no gaps or incompleteness (as he is
God’s messenger) due to his identity as Al-Imam Al-Hussein. To consolidate and
elucidate this issue of language strength, we refer to Beaugrande. He (1980: 139)
states that information is higher [on the continuum of language strength] (Italics
mine) when it has aspects of newness and variability. According to Al Ameedi
(2018: 1l1), when a speaker organizes information effectively, he aims to have a
significant impact on the listener’s attention.

Identity, asafunction of language, grows to be an integral part of the individual
who developsit. Semiotically, each individual displays his identity through language
use, carefully selecting from discursive resources to establish his personal, social
and national identity_ who he belongs to. These language choices are context-
embedded and situated, subject to interpretation and variation, highly individual,
and inherently variable. Thus, they are pragmatically oriented. Furthermore, the
study of language plays an integral part in many areas of communication. Aspects
of language, including specific words, dialects, and paralanguage, shape the
linguistic practices of individuals, define social groups, and distinguish individuals as
members of these groups, often in both overt and subtle ways. Through language,
relationships are forged, maintained, and sometimes even ended. Language can
be used to discuss broad issues of common interest.

The way we speak_ identity shapes our specific modes of communication.
Goffman (1959: 242) refers to the relationship between self (identity) and
pragmatics and to the communication aspect, the way one searches for signals in
others’ actions to infer conclusions about observations presented in the common
language. O’keefe (1995: 786) states that “individuals seek to portray themselves
well within the assigned role” when they enact an identity.

The field of Pragmatics generally explores human communication by

examining how language both influences and is influenced by social knowledge and
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in Jenkins and Baker: 11). According to Mey (2016: 20), “The person acting socially
exercises these acts of identity mainly through the use of language”. Thus, when
we talk of identity, we deal with it not as an abstract thing but rather as a living
thing_ we refer to people who possess it.

Pragmatics has long been concerned with when and how language users can
communicate successfully. However, little work in previous literature addresses
how aspects of a speaker’s identity might influence pragmatic interpretation.

This research begins with a theoretical background aiming at coining a definition
of pragmatic identity, after which | develop an analytical model for analyzing the
data under scrutiny. Based on the findings from testing the workability of the
analytical model on Al-Imam’s speech, the research concludes several points,
including my definition of pragmatic identity.

2. Theoretical Background: Towards a Definition of Pragmatic Identity

For Aristotle, rhetoric was divided into: logos, pathos and ethos with the
third being a means of persuasion. In the current research, ethos is treated as
equivalent to a means of strength that constitutes identity. Ethos is, (cited in
Al-Jwaid, 2019: 29), the credibility of the speaker. Furthermore, identity is here
demonstrated through the speaker’s knowledge and understanding convincing
the audience that what he is being said is true thereby enabling them to make
informed decisions based on the speaker’s assertion.

Al-Jwaid (2023: 703) coins a continuum of strength (Figure (2) below) which this
research utilizes to show that such a highly elevated speech (Al-Imam Al-Hussein’s
speech) is not intended to persuade (this is as | see it) but rather to present a form
of language that is not negotiated or questioned as it cogently asserts nothing but
the truth. This type of speech is considered second to the highest degree which is

the language of the Glorious Qur’an.

Normal Degree Highest Degree
(Qur'an)
l Logic Dialectics Rhetoric I
E ” - 1 i -

Figure (2): The Continuum of Language Strength (adopted from Al-Jwaid, 2023: 703)
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Figure (1): How identity is constructed and shaped

Figure (1) shows that identity is mainly constructed, affected, controlled and
shaped by the individual’s family. Though the surrounding society represented
by teachers, friends and the like may have an impact on the individual’s identity,
the family still plays the core role in building the individual’s identity. The family
has the role of keeping its individuals secure; as such teachers, friends, or others
cannot have an impact on the individual unless passing the family barrier. This
conclusion is based on our Prophet Mohammed’s family and how the identities of
their members are built, constructed and protected.

To begin with, identity is the knowledge and understanding that grow up with the
individual throughout his life. It also tells who the individual is and what he believes
about himself and others. Of course, identity affects the way the individual speaks
and his choice of words. Another thing, which is not related to my current research
but necessarily not irrelevant to be mentioned, is that identity results in ideology
which can be positively or negatively oriented. Let us scrutinize the following example
(taken from Verschueren, 2012: 1) which explains what is meant by ideology:

“An old friend who once said, when our conversation

turned to a war ... let ideologies die, let people live.”

Here we can see that ideology refers to the relationship that holds between groups
which may result in legitimating attitudes, behaviours and policies. So, we can simply
say that identity means ‘belonging’ whereas ideology means ‘policy’. This difference is
mentioned to promote astute awareness and to avoid confusing identity with ideology.

As per giving identity a pragmatic shape, first there is only way to uncover identity
which is through language, second identity shapes the way we speak and finally in
their introduction Jenkins and Baker (2020: 1) state that “ ... beyond participants’
creativity and skillfulness in terms of linguistic and pragmatic practices, there are
hidden issues, such as how participants’ identities are negotiated...”. But which
constitutes which (language or identity)? Joseph (2004: 224), on his part, posits that
“any study of language needs to take consideration of identity if it is to be full and
rich and meaningful, because identity is itself at the very heart of what language is

about, how it operates, why and how it came into existence and evolved ....” (cited
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1. Introduction

| know that | shall meet my fate

Somewhere among the clouds above;

Those that | fight | do not hate

Those that | guard | do not love;

My country is Kiltartan Cross ...

Nor law, nor duty bade me fight,

Nor public man, nor cheering crowds

A lonely impulse of delight

Drove to this tumult in the clouds;

This is an example of identity observed in one of Yeats’ poems where an Irish
airman foresees his death. The airman states that he knows his fate and does not
care. In spite of that, he does not hate the people he fights nor does he love the
people he guards. In addition, neither law nor duty bids him to fight; nor public
man, nor cheering crowds. What makes him fight is a personal impulse of delight
(his identity). It is as if he wanted to say that he is grateful for his life and this

belonging. At the same time, he states that war brings no glory but sorrow.

Society
Teachers / Friends / ...

Family
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Abstract

Identity is important due to its necessity as a concept that constitutes an in-
triguing part of the individual and the society in which he is born. It is considered
as a psychological or mental construct. However, identity is also a core part of
any communicative action. In addition, the current research deals with identity
as the positioning of the speaker’s identity and the positioning of the opponent’s
throughout the process of communication where the speaker’s intention and the
listener’s inference are key to understanding, and thus, making it pragmatically
oriented. In this regard, identity hasn’t received adequate attention pragmatically
or linguistically. This research addresses the following questions: (1) What is prag-
matic identity? (2) How is identity pragmatically achieved? And (3) What role does
identity play in individual and societal contexts?

To answer these questions, a theoretical background is surveyed to define prag-
matic identity and specific procedures are applied to analyze the data under scru-
tiny. The research develops an analytical model for analyzing the examples taken
from Al-Imam Al-Hussain’s speech in Al-Taf Battle_ Ashura. The research arrives
at some conclusions based on the findings calculated. Among the conclusions is
the definition of pragmatic identity as the speaker positioning of his own identity
and positioning of his opponent’s identity through language use throughout the
process of communication.

Keywords: pragmatic identity, communicative action, language strength, infor-
mation processing
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security as their contribution to economic stability and income concerns. A secured
job enables individuals to meet immediate needs and invest in long-term family well-
being, such as having proper housing or sending children to school (UNESCO, 2020;
2021a; Bowles, Gintis and Osborne, 2001). At the same time, families with consistent
employment report lower stress and are more capable of sustaining healthy family
relationships, because economic well-being reinforces both mental well-being and
strong familial ties (Smith and Ferraro, 2021). Likewise, UNESCO (2020) holds that
stable jobs reduce risks of economic uncertainty, thereby increasing that measure
of family security that comes about due to a decrease in requisite or dependent
income variations. Hence, Higher Education is supposed to empower the citizens
with the necessary skills to meet the job market requirements.

Thus, the success of the educational experience is the result of several
interrelated factors and the collaboration of the stakeholders is sine qua none to
its efficiency in promoting the employability of the newly graduated students and
ensuring their family stability. Bridging the gap between the academic and the
professional spheres is also a significant criterion for ensuring the smooth transfer
from the academic setting to the professional setting. This transfer has been
reported to be facilitated by the integration of the necessary skills and subskills,
such as the 4Cs, in the curricula. These transfer skills, which evolve around the
thinking and communication skills, were explored in the Tunisian ESP and the
findings showed the respondents’ awareness of their integration in the curricula.
There is increasing emphasis on the need to adapt higher education to equip
students with essential skills required for success in the 21st-century professional
landscape. Despite over 150 countries including 21st-century skills in official
educational policies, Vista et al. (2018) note that the specification of these skills
remains superficial, and their practical application in schools and classrooms lacks
rigor. Therefore, incorporating these skills into curriculum design and teaching
practices is imperative for facilitating a seamless transition from academic settings
to professional environments. Empowering the teachers and educators through
CPD and access to technology is recommended for their ultimate contribution to

the educational setting.
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academic courses under the learner transfer variable. Additionally, Seddik (2019) found
that the evaluation of Tunisian EFL curricula demonstrated their inability to adequately
equip students with the necessary skills for effective professional immersion.

The incorporation of the 4Cs, namely, the thinking skills and the communication
skills, into an ESP curricula has been identified as essential for enhancing
employability (Facione, 1990; Erdogan, 2019). Specifically, updated pedagogical
approachesand modern tools, such as those focusing on multimodality for meaning
creation in ESP (Hellwig et al., 2022), could facilitate the integration of these
skills. Aligning students’ knowledge and skills with technological advancements,
certifications, and international standards has also been seen as an important
factor in ensuring their smooth transition into professional environments. This
perspective aligns with UNESCO guidelines on global citizenship and employability,
which emphasize updating learning content and training sessions to meet job
market demands (Rieckmann, 2017).

A key element is the role of practitioners, who are responsible for selecting and
using appropriate materials and activities (Anthony, 2018). Continuous Professional
Development (CPD) and teacher training are seen as critical components of the
educational experience, given their importance in empowering educators and
enabling them to design and deliver effective courses (Buabeng-Andoh, 2012).
Similarly, a study conducted in Senegal, a French-speaking context, underscores
the need for ESP-specific training. It revealed that teachers require appropriate
training to go beyond basic reading and vocabulary instruction and effectively
employ pedagogical practices in ESP (Kenny et al., 2020). Respondents in that
study emphasized the importance of training, particularly in the use of ICT and
technology.

However, literature of previous research has shown a significant lack of training
opportunities for practitioners. In the Tunisian context, research has confirmed the
extent of this issue, as the CPD needs of ESP practitioners have remained unmet
(Daoud, 2000; Boukadi, 2013).

Conclusion

Previous research findings showed that stable jobs are substantial to family
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for problem-solving, and 30% for evaluation). Previous research has emphasized
the significance of thinking skills as crucial abilities that could empower learners
to become independent thinkers, equipped with a range of sub-skills that could
foster intellectual and cognitive growth (Selvadurai et al., 2012; Erdogan, 2019).
In line with this, Rieckmann (2017) stressed the role of thinking skills in achieving
quality education, as outlined by UNESCO. Thus, the inclusion of these skills has
been considered a valuable asset, contributing to students’ readiness for the job
market.

Figure 3. The communication skills according to the teachers’ questionnaire.

From the teachers’ perspective, communication skills were highly rated in the
questionnaire. The vast majority (96%) agreed that communication skills were
incorporated into the current ESP courses (see Figure 43). Specifically, 65% of the
teachers strongly agreed that presentation skills were included, with an additional
15% agreeing. Regarding general communication skills, 52% of the teachers strongly
agreed these were integrated into the ESP courses, while 43% agreed on that.

In response to the open-ended question, many teachers showed interest in
communication skills and related activities. Indeed, 65% of respondents highlighted
the importance of communication skills in the ESP curriculum for empowering
students. Teachers used expressions such as:

- “Teaching the skills of researching, developing critical and creative thinking,
communication skills, and social and self-management abilities is key for learners
today.”

- “Teach communication skills to improve students’ performances.”

This aligns with Erdogan (2019) that emphasized the importance of
communication skills in helping learners navigate professional contexts, particularly
in multicultural settings. As emphasized in Nunan (1988), Nunan (2013), and
Rieckman (2017), practitioners are called to focuse more on the implementation
of the various activities and tasks related to communication, thinking skills.

In alignment with the significance of academic experiences in preparing students
for professional integration through essential skills in the Tunisian context, ElImotri

(2014), investigated how English language challenges affected learners’ adaptation to
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their profiles for the evolving job market. Interviewee GH remarked, “Students need
to re-study and focus on certificates, not just bachelor’s degrees, but specialized
certifications to acquire the missing skills necessary to match today’s demanding
job market. We have no other solution but specialization certificates aligned with
international standards. “

Employers consistently highlighted the importance of the 4Cs, such as critical
thinking and effective communication, in shaping the profiles of new graduates.
They view these skills as crucial for meeting the demands of the job market and
improving graduates’ employability. This aligns with other studies on employer
perceptions of current graduate profiles. For example, Selvadurai et al. (2012)
found that information and social interaction skills were essential for integrating
candidates into the job market. Similarly, Bialik et al. (2015) reported that various
studies conducted by the Center for Curriculum Redesign revealed significant gaps
in students’ transferable skills, particularly the 4Cs. Erdogan (2019) also noted that
80% of executives believe integrating the 4Cs is essential for preparing students for
the job market.

Figure 2The teachers’ perceptions of the integration of thinking skills in the
current Tunisian ESP curricula.

From the teachers’ perspectives, thinking skills were viewed in varying ways.
The majority of respondents either agreed or strongly agreed that these skills were
integrated into ESP courses (see Figure 2). For instance, 60% of the participants
acknowledged including creativity tasks in their courses, while a similar proportion
(60%) affirmed that they incorporated activities focused on analysis. However,
when it came to evaluation tasks, 30% of the respondents agreed that this skill was
included, while 40% disagreed, indicating mixed opinions. These figures reflect the
teachers’ awareness of the importance of thinking skills and their effort to integrate
them into their ESP courses, underscoring their commitment to equipping students
with essential cognitive abilities.

In comparison to Al-Busaidi et al. (2018), where 93% of teachers recognized
the necessity of thinking skills in Higher Education English classes, the percentages

in this study were somewhat lower (60% for creativity and analytical skills, 50%
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They suggested that integrating technology and online learning tools could help
students keep pace with global advancements. Technological developments were
seen as key to enhancing students’ knowledge and preparing them to sixteen
employment opportunities, as reflected in interviewee R’s statement: “The programs
give you all the necessary knowledge to understand what’s happening around you,
but they don’t offer the technical and practical skills needed to perform the job.”

This perspective aligns with the findings of Al-Busaidi & Tuzlukova (2021), who also
identified a gap between university learning outcomes and employer expectations,
highlighting the disconnect between academic and professional environments.

A third of the participants (30%) noted that integrating technology into
education was largely a matter of financial accessibility, which the country
could not fully afford. As a result, half of them (50%) suggested that public and
private institutions should collaborate to share resources and enhance the use
of advanced technology-based tools. The majority (70%) advocated for a closer
partnership between industry and higher education institutions, believing that
such collaboration would empower students by providing practical training and
better preparing them for the competitive local and global job markets. Over 60%
of the respondents emphasized the importance of incorporating essential skills
such as soft skills, communication, and critical thinking into students’ education to
ensure job readiness. Interviewee JH highlighted this by stating, “What helps you
progress in a job and succeed in an interview is your ability to learn, communicate,
present yourself, and inspire confidence.” They particularly stressed thinking
skills, including the ability to analyze, argue, and evaluate, as crucial for workplace
success. These were seen as key differentiators between individuals, especially in
terms of “the ability to analyze, observe, and make decisions.”

To conclude, the interviewed employers agreed on the importance of
integrating the 4Cs (communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity)
into education. They were also keenly aware of the significant challenges posed by
the job market and the gap between what academia currently provides and what
employers require. They stress the need for students to gain fundamental skills, as

well as practical experiences like internships, training, and certifications, to shape
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that candidates required extensive training to succeed in these markets. They
emphasized the need for graduates to take initiative, justify their opinions, and
expand their learning beyond academic knowledge. For instance, interviewee
F explained that “The challenge is that we need to update the data, just like in
econometrics. We must keep up with the changing world, such as advancements
in artificial intelligence.” This echoes Erdogan’s (2019) argument that workforce
development must align with technological progress to enhance professional
interactions and practices.

When discussing the evolving demands of the job market, all respondents
acknowledged the significant impact globalization has had on how jobs have
been perceived. They insisted that jobs were no longer just about performing
tasks mechanically but they required a “personal touch” and an “individualistic
orientation.” The majority (90%) emphasize the importance of soft skills and
communication abilities, asserting that candidates must be able to articulate their
arguments, defend their viewpoints, explain their ideas, and justify their decisions.
They highlighted the necessity for graduates to think critically, analyze situations,
and provide rationale for their professional choices at the workplace. Additionally,
respondents highlighted the importance of being technologically adept and
building competencies to remain competitive both locally and globally. Proficiency
in English was seen as crucial for international success, as it opened doors for
candidates to excel on a global scale.

Eighty percent of the respondents believed that candidates should acquire more
broad-based skills and knowledge than what is currently provided by universities.
They also pointed out the value of professional exchanges with the industrial sector
during higher education to gain practical experience and training.

Regarding the alighment between academia and the professional world, the
majority of participants (80%) felt that there was a significant disconnect between
the two, making it difficult for students to be readily employable. They argued that
academic programs need to be revised and updated to meet international standards
and the demands of a globalized economy. However, 30% of respondents believed

that academic programs were informative in terms of the knowledge they imparted.
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The sampling technique for the interviews was purposive as the researcher
had to contact some people and suggested them to get interviewed. Concerning
the sampling strategy for the questionnaires administered to ESP practitioners,
the convenience sampling method was used. This sampling approach, referred
to by Cohen et al. (2007) as “opportunistic sampling,” (p. 307) involves selecting
participants based on their immediate availability.

Findings

Figure 1. The employers’ feedback on the checklist of the 4Cs.

Regarding the feedback from employers on their experiences with recent
graduates, 70% expressed negative sentiments, using terms such as “disappointed,”
“dissatisfied,” and “shocked.” Interviewee JM commented: “I think there is a
significant gap between hard skills—technical expertise—and soft skills, such as
communication, presentation, language proficiency, and self-confidence. This is
the primary challenge | face with about 90% of candidates .”

Only 20% of employers reported positive experiences with graduates who
demonstrated confidence and effective self-expression, notingthattheseindividuals
met the basic communication standards. A mere 10% of respondents indicated that
newly hired graduates had the potential toimprove their communication and critical
thinking skills. However, 50% observed that 80% of recent graduates struggled with
communication skills in both their native language and English, lacking emotional
intelligence, social communication standards, and interactional protocols such as
turn-taking. These employers suggested that universities introduce modules on
social interaction to raise awareness of the importance of such sub-skills. This
aligns with Selvadurai et al. (2012), who advocated interactional skills to be one of
the essential components of curricula.

As far as the current graduate profiles are concerned, respondents agreed that
these individuals required significant improvement in both communication and
soft skills. Linguistic competence was also a critical area needing development
since effective communication has been a cornerstone in all professional settings.
Half of the respondents believed that graduates needed to adjust to modern

challenges posed by globalization and the evolving job market. Two-thirds stated
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This checklist comprises 15 statements on the sub-skills related to the 4Cs.
What are, among this list, the necessary skills and sub-skills that are required
for professional context :
1. Presentation skills
2. Giving arguments for supporting an idea/ a concept
3. Writing a report
. Mastering Specialized vocabulary

. Evaluating a performance (showing the pros and cons)

4
5

6. Problem solving

7. Creating new approach/models (being innovative)
8. Recapitulating
9. Analyzing

10. Working within a team

11. Working autonomously

12. Thinking skills

13. Communication skills

14. Asking questions

15. Providing convincing answers

Based on Cohen et al. (2018, p.313), this interview format consists of list of
prompts and questions that is flexible enough to allow reordering of content,
inclusion of new topics, digressions, expansions, and additional probing as needed.
Thus, the interviewees did not only limit themselves to say whether they approved
or not of these statements but they elaborated their thoughts and discussed the
current profiles of the newly-graduated candidates in order to compare their skills
to the expected ones. The feedback was enriching and gave different insights of
the existing curricula and educational experiences.

Similarly, the purpose of the questionnaire (refer to Appendix 2) was to
explore ESP practitioners’ perceptions of their candidates’ profiles in relation to
the job market requirements. Specifically, the questionnaire aimed to assess the
significance of the skills and sub-skills, emphasized by the 4 Cs, in shaping the

learners’ profiles to better meet the professional the job market requirements.
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Therefore, it is crucial to add curricular activities designed to fill this gap especially
in subjects such as core subjects, which are most amenable to the 21st century
skills integration. This integration needs to occur throughout the curriculum,
including all content areas. With respect to language, it has been stated that the
language teaching contexts are equally appropriate for the nurturing of the 21st
century skills. Such settings, being interactive and communicative, offer more
opportunities to practice and interaction (Bialik, et al. 2015; Erdogan, 2019). Thus,
this study seeks to assess the 4Cs processes within the Tunisian ESP curriculum
in two different perspectives; the first is the academic and the second is the
professional. Hence, two major research questions were addressed in this study:
1. To what extent the ESP curricula consider the integration of the 4Cs from the
ESP practitioners?

2. How do the job providers perceive the newly graduated profiles in terms of
their mastery of the 4Cs and job readiness?

Method

The study highlights the employers’ and the practitioners’ feedback on the
importance of the integration of the 4 Cs in the Tunisian ESP curriculum. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted for the employers and semi-structured
guestionnaires were sent to ESP practitioners. The objective was to triangulate
the feedback through the use of mixed methods. The axes of the interest that the
questions reveal evolve around the description of the newly-graduated profiles in
terms of the required skills for the job market. Hence, the integration of the 4Cs
was one of the main concerns of these instruments.

The semi-structured interviews were addressed to a group of employers following
McNamara (2009) method referred to as the general interview guide approach.
It allowed asking specific questions aligned with the key objectives of the study,
facilitating the collection of relevant information. The questions investigated the
background, the experience and the knowledge of the respondents. A checklist was
included to identify which of the skills and sub-skills the interviewees approved to
be essential for the students for their profiles in order to better fit the job market

requirements and describe the current profiles of the newly-graduated candidates.
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curricula that effectively develop these competencies to prepare students for the
job market (Georgieva & Stefanova, 2021; Hammoudi, 2021; UNESCO, 2017). The
21st-century skills, introduced to enhance educational outcomes, are grouped into
three main categories: learning and innovation skills, literacy skills, and life skills.
These encompass critical cognitive, technological, and personal abilities essential
for navigating both work and life challenges. This study focuses on how far the
integration of the 4Cs, which are critical thinking, collaboration, communication
and creativity, in the Tunisian ESP curricula to facilitate the job readiness

Quality education and The 4 Cs

The 4Cs encompass critical thinking, creativity, collaboration and communication
(Bialik, et al. 2015; Erdogan, 2019). In this regard, a study was carried out at Sultan
Qaboos University in the time span of two years from April 1st 2015 to March 31st
(Al-Busaidi & Tuzlukova, 2021). It sought to investigate in details the issues relating
to the implementation of the 21st — century skills in the curriculum focusing on
higher education. The emphasis of the project was on incorporating the 4Cs into
the curriculum in order to give the students relevant qualifications, which follows
their professional dispositions. The skills of interest were critical thinking and
problem solving skills which were fused into the Omani curricula so as to help in
the collection of more information for the decision makers and all stakeholders.
The ultimate goal was to address educational methods, strategies, initiatives, and
tactics that would assist the students in acquiring all necessary skills to fill the
voids between academic and professional fields.

Congruent with this, Erdogan (2019) examined the role played by EFL classes in
relation to the significance of integrating 21st century skills and 4 Cs in particular.
The present study aimed to link these 4 Cs to the educational process in EFL
classrooms with its 4 - speaking, reading, listening and writing — and suggest a
series of activities that fostered these 4Cs for the students to be able to learn the
necessary skills for their job readiness.

The concept of 21st-century education against the backdrop of professional
engagement can readily identify the missing elements between the provisions of
the UNESCO Quality Education Principles and the realities of the labor market.
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education, as it measures the extent to which the program fulfills its promises.
Efficiency focuses on the resources and methods employed in delivering education,
examining whether the same results could be achieved with fewer resources. In
this context, efficiency becomes a vital criterion for ensuring that the educational
process is both resource-effective and methodologically sound. This framework
also incorporates a human rights perspective, emphasizing equity in education.
Defining quality education from this angle involves ensuring that all learners,
regardless of background, have the right to access, attend, complete, and achieve
in their educational pursuits. However, this dimension is not to be

Furthermore, UNESCO prioritizes the empowerment of the youth with the
necessary employability skills to ensure their eligibility to the job market and fit the
profile of a global citizen (UNESCO, 2004; “Global Citizenship Education: Topics and
Learning Objectives,” 2015). Employability skills are defined as “the skills, knowledge,
attitudes, and other abilities that are necessary for a graduate to secure and keep a
first entry job into the labor force” (El Mansour & Dean, 2016, p. 40). They are also
referred to as the transfer skills (Selvadurai, Choy, & Maros, 2012). In other research
such as Bialik et al., (2015) and Dash (2015), they are pointed out as the professional
skills. These skills are the thinking skills and the communication skills which are
meant to help improve the individuals’ employability. Education, thus, is not limited
to the transfer of scientific information only; it also includes various abilities that help
students to get jobs, which is the core of Sustainable Development Goal 8 (SDG 8) of
UNESCO. As a result, the term quality education goes beyond just the understanding
of concepts and skills within a particular discipline. It includes concerns such as
employability, importance of universal and ethical values, creativity and nurturing
qualities aimed at developing responsible world citizens. (UNESCO, 2004).

Hence, there is an increasing recognition of the need to adapt higher education
system that empowers the students through the 21st-century skills for success
in the professional world (Kagia, 2005; Aguila, 2015; Erdogan, 2019; UNESCO,
2023). While more than 150 countries have formally incorporated these skills into
their educational frameworks, practical implementation in classrooms remains

insufficient as reported in Vista, Kim & Care (2018). The challenge is now to design
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The connection between job chances and family stability is based on the effect
of education, whether socialization from parents or attendance in educational
facilities. Hence, securing the quality of education is an essential ingredient to
better satisfy the job market requirements. In this line, UNESCO has constantly
been advocating quality education and implementing it through the reports and
guidelines.

UNESCO Quality education and employability

Mundial, De Poblacién De Las Naciones Unidas, De Las Naciones Unidas Para El
Desarrollo, & Unidas (2016) puts forth that Quality education, as defined in UNESCO
publications and global summits, is a key target of the Education 2030 Framework
for Action (EFA) Agenda that is upheld by 184 UNESCO member states. Efforts to
define this concept have encompassed various dimensions of quality education,
with no significant disparities emerging thus far. These definitions provide valuable
insights into how education should be approached to deliver meaningful learning
experiences. A range of aspects and factors have been highlighted for defining
education as “quality education.” Quality education is described as a system
that ensures the provision of appropriate educational instruction, the learning
objectives, the recommended processes, and the expected outcomes (Kagia,
2005; Barrett, Chawla-Duggan, Lowe, Nikel & Ukpo, 2006). It adheres to standards
designed to meet established norms (Eze, 2009). Furthermore, quality education is
defined by a combination of items that a quality education system must incorporate
(Barrett et al., 2006; Eze, 2009).

One approach to defining quality education, as proposed by Kagia (2005), views
educationwithinabroader “sectorframework,” emphasizingitsinterconnectedness
with other sectors. This model identifies three core components of educational
quality: relevance, effectiveness, and efficiency. Relevance pertains to the
alignment of educational goals and content with the evolving needs and values
of learners. Hence, educational quality cannot be considered to be achieved if the
objectives fail to meet students’ needs or disregard community values. Effectiveness
refers to the degree to which these goals are accomplished, particularly in terms

of the knowledge and skills imparted. It is a crucial metric for assessing quality
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and Blanden et al. (2005) report that educational attainment is a key factor that
affects familial socioeconomic status since higher education levels are reported to
correlate with better income potential and job stability.

UNESCO demonstrates that education is a key actor of sustainable development
that deeply impacts employability chances (UNESCO, 2020) as it is meant to prepare
people to the job market through skills and knowledge. Moreover, UNESCO (2021)
Global Education Monitoring Reporthasshownthathighereducationalachievement
is strongly correlated with the improvement of employment opportunities and the
increase of income rates. Just to illustrate, UNESCO (2021) underscores that in
developing countries, the higher education levels adults have the more income
they can get. These findings highlight the pivotal role of education in disrupting
cycles of poverty across generations and promoting economic stability within
families, which is a critical foundation for family security. This is consistent with
Bowles et al. (2001), who put forth that education is a type of “economic capital”
that guarantee people to access more resources, diminish financial vulnerability,
and promote familial security.

In the same line, UNESCO underscores the danger of youth unemployment that
can cause family unbalance and social instability. Hence, in sub-Saharan Africa and
parts of Asia, where high youth populations are reported, employment initiatives
and skill-building programs are rigorously implemented to avoid economic and
social challenges ensuring family stability (UNESCO, 2021). On the other hand,
high youth unemployment represent severe threats to individual well-being and
economic stress on families, accentuating the significance of education and job
opportunities to guarantee family security in these regions. Congruent with this,
Hout (2012) confirms that college-graduated people have more chances to get
decent jobs and their families’ stability. Furthermore, Oreopoulos and Petronijevic
(2013) findings prove that higher education improves the financial situation and
prevents economic hardships, creating family stability. They demonstrate that
higher education enables individuals to develop knowledge and skills that facilitate
their smooth integration to the job market, which, over time, can upraise family

socioeconomic status and ensure family stability.
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for the child’s psychological awareness and educational development (Enrique,
Howk and Huitt, 2007). Although several definitions of the terminology of family
are introduced, there are multiple perspectives and methods for defining family,
each with distinct ways of being applied as explained in Tomas (2013). It is further
demonstrated in the same source that these approaches are also influenced by the
resources available for research, particularly the accessibility of data. Nevertheless,
all perspectives emphasize the fundamental importance of family in human life and
its different dimensions such as social security (Filipek, 2020) and employability
(UNESCO, 2020).

Congruently, Filipek (2020) indicates that a well-developed and positive security
culture can enhance individual and community safety, while a weak or negative
security culture can have adverse effects. The study underscores the critical and
undeniable influence of family in nurturing security culture for children, emphasizing
its significant role in shaping foundational attitudes and behaviors related to security.

According to previous research, employment stability is essential to family
security because it provides economic stability and decreases financial worries.
A secure job helps individuals to satisfy their short-term needs and invest in long-
term family welfare such as decent housing and children’s education (UNESCO,
2020; 2021a; Bowles, Gintis, and Osborne, 2001) . Smith and Ferraro (2021) suggest
that families with steady employment experience less stress and are more likely to
maintain balanced family relationships, as economic security sustains both mental
health and family strong bonds. Similarly, UNESCO (2020) emphasizes that stable
employment reduces the economic uncertainty, reinforcing family security by
decreasing the risks of income fluctuations.

As UNESCO constantly emphasizes, education and more specifically the
integration of transfer skills enhance employability and promote economic
resilience, which significantly fosters family security (UNESCO, 2020). In this
stream, this concept correlates to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs framework, where
employment addresses one of the fundamental needs, providing individuals as
well as families with both the necessary economic and psychological security
for the family security and stability (Maslow, 1943). Furthermore, Lareau (2003)
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2019; Al-Busaidi & Tuzlukova, 2021). Hence, practitioners as well as professionals
have become more involved to cooperate in defining the learning objectives
that align with the job market requirements to better forge the newly-graduated
profiles (Eze, 2009; Gozliyesil, 2013), respond to their economic prosperity as well
as family and social security (Becker, 1994; Card, 1999; UNESCO, 2020).

In the same stream, the concept of a thriving citizen has been the concern
of UNESCO emphasizing the social welfare and inclusion through the focus on
employability, which has been equated with the Global Citizenship Education
GCED. As a result, a significant load of research has been conducted to identify
the facets of this cooperation and determine the types of skills and competencies
that can be targeted in the curricula and that can contribute to the enhancement
of the employability of the newly graduated candidates based on field research
and UNESCO recommendations (Barrett et al., 2006; Eze, 2009; Goziiyesil, 2013;
“Global Citizenship Education: Topics and Learning Objectives,” 2015; Erdogan,
2019).

In this line, the skills and competencies targeted to strengthen the employability
chances have been highlighted for their crucial role in forging the newly-graduateds
profiles. These skills known as professional skills (Selvadurai, Choy, & Maros, 2012),
or transfer skills for ensuring the candidates’ transfer from the academic to the
professional field (Bialik, Fadel, Trilling, Nilsson & Groff , 2015) or generic skills
(Research, 2003). These skills are supposed to be upheld through the integration
of the 4Cs, namely critical thinking, collaboration, communication and creativity
(Selvaduraietal., 2012; Bialik et al., 2015; Al-Busaidi & Tuzlukova, 2021; Hammoudi,
2021). In this regard, a research was carried out to explore the employers’ and
practitioners’ perceptions of the integration of the 21s century skills in the Tunisian
ESP curricula. The purpose was to discuss the necessary educational approaches
and learning strategies to empower the students with the required skills through
bridging the gap between the academic field and the job market requirements.

Literature review

Employability and family security

The family security has been a crucial focus in research for its significant role
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Introduction

Education and employability have obviously been proved to be sine qua non
for fostering the individual and family well-being which leads to the overall social
stability (Becker, 1994; Card, 1999; UNESCO, 2020). Furthermore, Human Capital
Theory puts forth that educational achievement increases the individual’s chances
of employability and economic security leading to family stability (Becker, 1994).
Congruently, Card (1999) analysis of the concept of returns on education indicates
the association between the income benefits and higher education pointing out
their positive correlation. The more the earnings are important, the more they
directly contribute to family security, boosting household income and preventing
financial instability. UNESCO (2021) echoes this perspective, advocating for
accessible, high-quality education to help families achieve long-term economic
resilience. Thus, the concept of quality education and Sustainable Development
Goals are basic pillars for forging the international citizenship criteria and family
stability (UNESCO, 2020; 2021).

As explained in Rieckmann (2017), the United Nations General Assembly
declared the agenda of Education for Sustainable Development agenda, known
as (ESD) agenda, to develop and implement sustainable development on all levels
of education. Similarly, the International Bureau of Education, based on reports
submitted by the Member States and UNESCO, emphasized the shift of Education
goals to include the human rights and employability —SDG8- through fostering
them in the general objectives of education. Hence, the educational praxis, as
described in the definitions and paradigms highlighted by UNESCO, is not confined
to bridging the theories and practices but also aligning the academic sphere to the
job market requirements (Rieckmann, 2017).

Thus, the educational praxis, as portrayed through the different definitions
and paradigms highlighted by UNESCO, is not limited to bridging the theories and
practices but also aligning the academic sphere to the job market requirements. In
the same line, teaching as well as learning theories and practices in the 21st century
have been transformed into an interdisciplinary field of research in regard with job

market requirements and expectations (Facione, 1990; Gozliyesil, 2013; Erdogan,
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Abstract

According to UNESCO, the concept of educational praxis aims at both the
development and promotion of education on connecting the academic and the
professional worlds in order to better sculpt the graduate’s profile to meet the job
market requirements and assure their economic welfare as well as their family and
social stability. In the same line, the teaching and learning theories and practices
in the 21st century have become eclectic and practice-oriented fields of research
targeting the maximum of applicability, use, and relevance to better cope with the
job market in respect with the UNESCO standards. Furthermore, the integration
of the 4Cs, also referred to as the transfer skills into the curricula of the course
of English for specific purposes is reckoned as an asset for ensuring the learners’
job readiness. As such, course design, instructional design, teaching and learning
strategies and techniques are expected to integrate such skills since previous
studies have proved their effectiveness in enhancing the transfer of students from
the academic setting to the working environment. In this stream, a study was
conducted to explore the employers’ as well as the practitioners’ perceptions of the
integration of the 21st century skills in the Tunisian ESP curricula. The focus in this
case was on identifying the necessary appropriate teaching methods, techniques,
policies and practices to ensure that the students acquire the skills empower them
enough to successfully integrate the professional settings and ensure their family
security and social stability. Questionnaires and interviews were used to collect
data and the results displayed a high level of awareness, among the Tunisian
professional and academic communities of the significance of the 4Cs and their
development in higher education for better employability nationally and globally,
which guarantees the individuals’ family security and social stability.

Keywords: UNESCO, employability, family security, the 4Cs, job market

requirements, job readiness, the ESP curricula.
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in supporting each other will pave way in combatting isolation that comes with the
digital world..

The immersion of the 3D world in our lives has changes the landscape of our
lifestyle. While this has come with advantages, it also has shifted communication
within households. In embracing this technology, the 3D world offers Muslims an
opportunity to grow if they manage to control usage to their advantage.. With a
purposeful aim in parenting, Muslims can navigate the digital world to culturally

respond to their needs without comprising on their core values.
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Conclusion

In today’s digital age, families are faced with advantages and obstacles navigat-
ing with technology. While the digital space has enabled families to be connected
and provided community with support networks, it has come along with its own
challenges, disrupting the family systems in its unity and emotional connections.
While online platforms serve as great access to information and communication, it
carries the risk of isolating family members within. It separates the young and old
in knowledge capital, creating different levels of attitude within homes. The dis-
connect presents risk of weakening trust, reducing empathy and emotional bonds.
The age divide in digital skills prompts parents to keep up with acquiring skills, at
the same time require children in recognizing parental knowledge and capital to
embrace respect and empathy in the homes. Balancing the pros and cons the dig-
ital world, Muslims are faced with navigating technology amidst preserving family
and religious values that are grounded in their faith..

In a world that is largely secular, the risk of being alienated in the realm of Is-
lamophobia is but a reality. The task of maintaining belief and cultural heritage re-
quires strong conviction of faith that gives individuals a sense of purpose to perse-
vere. Whereas some individuals find solace in their faith, others prefer to maintain
a private front that allows them to be part of the melting pot, yet at the same time
hang on to their beliefs.. Lacking spiritual leadership withing Muslim communities
has intensified this challenge, allowing extreme ideologies to take root. Although
Quran has been central in guiding the Muslims, in this evolving society many feel
they are losing touch in this reality. In this distracting world, the need to reconnect
with the source of guidance is becoming more urgent in navigating ethical and
spiritual values.

Reconnecting is no easy task, but that which requires careful visionary planning
in line with the technological advancements. The digital world is here to stay and
to comply with the platform’s culture, Muslims require to engage with deliber-
ate focus in maintaining fundamental values that they pride in.. Concerted effort
within homes of face-to-face interactions need to be planned. In preparing for

special times such as having family meals together, praying together and engaging
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The Interactions, within a Digital Family

In todays modern world with the influence of technology shaping our lives
more than ever before it’s important to rethink how families, in Muslim commu-
nities connect and interact with each other.. While technological progress has im-
proved communication methods it has also created obstacles that widen the gap,
between family members weaken family ties and blur shared beliefs and values..
Despite the challenges posed by technology the underlying issues have been pres-
ent even before the digital era began..

A lot of parents don’t know much about technology like their children who
were born in the age. This difference often causes confusion and difficulties with-
in families as family relationships change because of differences, in opinions and
communication. Parents might find it hard to keep pace with the changing environ-
ment that their children adapt to easily. Children may end up feeling detached or
thinking they are better, than their parents which can lead to a lack of respect and
difficulties in communication, within the family.

The generation divide is further exacerbated with the lingo associated within vir-
tual spaces. The language does not distinguish between young or old and many times
may seem blunt and rude to the elders of the community..The underlying challenges
that accompany the virtual world proves difficult for families to navigate without a
concise strategy. An approach that bridges understanding both the young and older
generation, that of give and take and a ground that commonly appeals to both.

Lessons from previous communities of the past has shown people flourish with
a sense of belonging. Belonging to a community that speaks to the needs of all ages
has a binding effect on Muslim families. Be it in communal worshipping or char-
ity drives or listening to motivational speakers tends to draw people of all ages.
Focusing on the centrality of teachings of the Quran and spiritual understanding,
Muslims can reshape their narrative as they navigate the modern day dillemas..
In regaining the sense of self, careful assessing what propelled civilization forward
towards an era of advancement and enlightenment becomes key. The emphasis
lies in educating oneself to the adopting tapestry that one is part of.. These values

will propel and support families to thrive in todays fast pace world..
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In that case, digital connectivity can be a positive asset that builds on rather than
replaces the trust, empathy, and experience that build a strong family life.

Interventions aiming to enhance family and community ties should also tackle
the underlying issue of religion, in todays interconnected society. Addressing the
challenges that Muslims face today’s crucial for interventions focusing on family
and community bonding initiatives. The impact of the environment on identity
holds significant importance, in contemporary Muslim societies.

Exploring the Struggles of Belief in the 3D world

Islam is encountering obstacles in the interconnected and secular society of
today where faith and religious beliefs often come under scrutiny and face Islam-
ophobia challenges Family dynamics are frequently conflicted between following
Islamic values and conforming to the wider societal standards that may view ad-
herence, to these values as a sacrifice of personal liberties Many Muslim families
argue that holding steadfast to their faith brings them resilience and satisfaction
However there are those who feel disconnected, from their cultural heritage and
marginalized by societal norms

In the absence of religious leadership and sense of purpose in society today,
extremist organizations have capitalized on this void by manipulating the meaning
of Islam and distorting its essence. While past civilizations thrived under Quranic
guidance, currently this connection has weakened with time, creating a vacuum in
the purpose and direction of life. For many this vacuum is being replaced with the
distractions of consumerism that the world offers.

The complexities of the present world are further intensified with the rise of
digitization. In today’s fast paced lives and constant technological distractions, we
need to rethink our priorities in areas such as parenting that influence future gen-
erations growth and development. As it appears the importance of engaging with
the Quran as a source of guidance is diminishing and becoming less coherent as
time progresses. Reconnecting with the wisdom that reflects our challenges is es-

sential to avoid getting stuck, in a pattern of disconnection and conflict.
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and that shared experiences, and open communication may promote emotion-
al intimacy and relationships through mutual understanding and empathy. Then,
community programs help structure family experiences through group activities,
social gatherings, and cultural events that reinforce family values and connection.
Such programs are precious within Muslim communities that stress reciprocal sup-
port and compassion, community care, and relational resilience. Muslim doctrine
encourages close family relations, open communications, and responsibility and
may provide a framework for families dealing with digital disconnection. Incor-
porating such values into family interventions promotes family relationships that
counter the isolation of virtual spaces.

Equally important is the acquisition of empathy in communication within fami-
lies and societies. Because virtual encounters lack the personal cues and warmth of
in-person encounters, empathic communication is critical to emotional depth and
understanding. Initiatives encouraging active listening, mindful interaction, and a
willingness to meet family needs authentically may help families. Empathy-based
digital literacy programs aiming to balance online interactions with fundamental
interactions might use technology constructively without compromising emotion-
al connection.

While promoting such protective measures, digital connectivity also opens up
new horizons. Besides the problems of digital disconnection, the positive aspects
of social media and virtual platforms have created spaces for knowledge-sharing,
global dialogue, and community support. Educators, religious teachings, and social
networks that enrich understanding and cultural identity are now available to fam-
ilies from the comfort of their homes. This accessibility enables Muslim families to
connect with global communities and share cultural values and identity in a rapidly
changing world.

Hence, targeted interventions are necessary to limit the risks of the 3D Internet
but should not exclude the benefits of digital platforms for family and community
life. Those interventions should empower families to use digital resources in ways
that complement in-person relationships and build communal resilience. Suppose

families and communities approach these challenges from a balanced perspective.
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Besides this explicit disconnect, there are more subtle rooted effects of this
digital immersion. Continual incremental shifting of priorities, where virtual en-
gagements outnumber genuine relationships, may fracture trust and affect family
stability. That emotional presence in relationships is disappearing as family mem-
bers spend more time online, creating a cycle of isolation. Virtual platforms that
seem to bring people together, end up creating distance within families by draw-
ing attention away, from the home environment and contributing to a sense of
isolation. This kind of situation has a tendency of weakening relationships within
homes by reducing intimate relationships which in turn shakes the security and
trust that exists that can result in mental health issues and weakened resilience.

Being constantly rooted in virtual worlds not only impacts behavioural out-
comes but also influences the stability of the families, while being prone to mental
health issues. This concentrated involvement of the digital world leads to decrease
in emotional attachment to one’s family and with time translates to neglecting
one’s responsibilities. Over time the attitude towards family weakens as changes
in emotional priorities prevail. Such situations call for emergent repair and patch-
ing of connections as families see themselves dismantling as a unit.

Interventions Strengthen Families and Communities

The shifting culture in today’s digital world places emphasis on taking steps in
preserving values and culture that holds families together. These measures should
focus preventive approach opposed to being prescriptive. Adopting participatory
involvement of family members has potential of acknowledging the dual aspects
of digitalization.

Though immersion problems, decreased in-person contact, diminished empa-
thy, and fractured familial bonds may be troubling, people should not discount the
benefits of digital advances. The digital era has made the world a global village with
instant communication, physical separations, and democratic access to informa-
tion. Such connectivity broadened horizons and brought worldwide news, knowl-
edge, and perspectives to families and communities. To counter the isolation of
digital immersion, in-person engagement within families is necessary. Koenig, King

& Carson (2012) suggest that religious values may protect family support systems
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combatting the sense of isolation commonly felt in today’s digital era while re-
maining faithful, to their religious beliefs and the ties that unite them

Family bonds and Emotional Relationship

The increasing use of technologies has made family relationships and emotions
more complicated, than before. Even though these technologies help bring people
together and open up ways to connect with each other they also make it harder
to maintain the traditional way of interacting and staying emotionally connected.

Interactive online realms like 3 Internet platforms and technologies like Aug-
mented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) have both unseen influences on the
unity, within families and mental health well being. Unlike typical forms of digital
interaction, designers create these immersive platforms to engage users and fully
integrate the physical and virtual worlds.

Nevertheless, while such technologies enable individuals to socialize and even
escape into digital realms, they also risk tearing apart the family ties that keep
families together. Putnam (2001) discusses the impact of social isolation on weak-
ening family bonds. Family members could physically be in shared spaces but not
emotionally engaged because immersive online experiences divert their attention
elsewhere.

This fractures family cohesion and leads to discord between households. Ex-
ploring how digital immersion disrupts family intimacy, Aiken (2016) observes that
on an explicit level, those absorbed in virtual worlds may neglect family roles and
responsibilities and become emotionally and mentally focused on the digital in-
stead of the familial. With this focus shift comes little interaction and support be-
tween family members, and families are gradually cut off from one another.

In addition, the dynamics of virtual interaction may promote habits of reduc-
ing empathy and understanding since digital communication lacks the nuance of
face-to-face contact, often reducing complex relationships to simple exchanges of
words. According to Rosen, Cheever, and Carrier (2012), the obsession with digital
media leads to emotional disconnection within families. Eventually, these habits
will filter into real-life interactions, weaken familial bonds, and reduce the likeli-

hood of shared experiences that foster emotional intimacy.
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support systems existing within Muslim communities which guard against the ap-
preciation of difference, thus protecting cultural and religious values from discrim-
ination. Cohesive cultural identities define values, meet societal demands, and re-
sist cultural assimilation or religious dilution. In some Muslim communities, their
cultural and religious identity is entangled and provides direction, moral guidance,
and continuity in a world that sometimes seems disjointed or alienating. Accord-
ing to Verkuyten and Yildiz (2007), cultural identity within Muslim communities
significantly supports self-expression and religious faith. Cultural and religious psy-
chology research shows that people with a solid cultural identity report greater
life satisfaction because this identity provides clarity and stability for navigating
social landscapes. For Muslims, cultural identity often includes practices, beliefs,
and values underlying religious commitments that form the basis of ethical deci-
sion-making and personal development.

However, the digital age also brought challenges, including cultural marginal-
ization, discrimination, and the pressures of a largely secular online environment
that may not be in line with Muslim values (Alba & Foner 2015). There may be
stereotyping, prejudice, or hostility within these virtual spaces toward Muslims
that inhibits their attempts to live their faith fully and authentically. In response,
many Muslims search for virtual communities of values and create online support
systems that offer some sense of solidarity and belonging. While these virtual
communities offer association, they lack the quality of personal connection found
in real life community mingling and interactions. These connections found in com-
munal acts of worship, or charitable fund drives help preserve cultural and reli-
gious practices and help nurture relationships based on common values.

While preserving one’s identity is vital to one’s sense of belonging, it also serves
as a means in maintaining one’s well being in the face of societal pressures that
constantly challenge one’s faith and belief. Having a sense of identity acts as an
anchor for Muslims to stay firm in their convictions despite influences that pro-
mote conformity or drifting away from their faith. To uphold an identity, within
communities it is important to cultivate it in both conventional places and digital

platforms. This emphasis on heritage and building connections helps Muslims in
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promoting a sense of safety within loved ones in the family. The sense of security
that is developed with trust goes a long way in creating haven for young ones who
are looking to belong in society. However, a lack of trust in homes can trigger emo-
tions of conflict with family members creating an environment of insecurity, suspi-
cion and verbatim exchange that is detrimental for mental health. Within Islamic
teachings the concept of trust has been stressed to promote unity and belief with-
in society and thus families united in this aspect go a long way in staying together.

Social Factors: Support Systems and Societal Structures

The way we communicate with others has greatly evolved from face-to-face
countenance to virtual connection and through digital signs and symbols. Many
a time the online meetings are behind screens where facial contact is also min-
imized. While this has facilitated much convenience, it has created a void in the
personal touch, warmth and authenticity often found in meeting with the person.
This personal touch is crucial in promoting community relationships that foster
empathy and social ties especially within immigrant families. Continuity of this
void in personal connection alienates community members from within one’s own
society, where families who develop, close connections are known to help pro-
mote further ties through marriages within known relationships.

Amidst these transformations, Muslims face struggle in maintaining their iden-
tity and preserving their cultural and religious practices. While the online space
offers numerous platforms where one can be part of, it lacks attention in validating
cultural traditions and standing up against norms that give currency to Muslims
identity. Navigating such platforms pose challenges in being true to oneself while
staying firm in one’s faith and traditions. This shift of holding to one’s identity that
shapes one’s belief, and tackling societal pressure of conforming and assimilating,
creates a dance between the digital world and reality. Those able to self express
often look for suitable solutions, whereas those who get pulled into the digital
realm of assimilation tend to find themselves alienated in their own homes and
societies.

Self-expression is critical for developing a sense of association and attachment

to both religion and community as Muslims. Modood (2019) goes on to analyze
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suffering from loneliness depression and anxiety. A study, in the Journal of Family
Psychology reveals that spending time on screens can lead to decreased bonding
among family members, like children and teenagers even when they live together
in the same household. Turkle (2017) in her work talks about the impact of being
immersed in technology. Highlighting how technology affects emotional closeness
within family bonds potentially eroding the sense of community and mutual sup-
port, crucial for maintaining healthy family relationships.

Loneliness puts a strain on family relationships by eroding trust and communi-
cation at home. This can result in distancing among family members and increase
the chances of mood disorders and stress related symptomes, like irritability or
withdrawal tendencies. Lissak (2018) delves into the consequences of spending
too much time in front of screens, for kids and teenagers which creates emotional
distance within families hindering their ability to offer support and meet each oth-
ers emotional needs. Research indicates that families who lack connections often
experience decreased relationship satisfaction due, to diminishing trust and es-
calating conflicts. To reduce and resolve conflicts successfully, and build empathy,
face-to-face communication is of utter importance. These psychological impacts
can gradually affect well being, Leading to disconnection within the family struc-
ture. Maintaining an emotionally close home environment becomes challenging as
a result. Furthermore, the use of networking platforms can induce feelings of lone-
liness and tension among adults thereby influencing the dynamics within families
as noted by Primack et al. (2017).

These effects can be managed by fostering closeness through communication
and trust, within the family unit. Living in a world tampered with distractions
makes it even more difficult in creating connections. While communication is
key to solve conflicts and improve relationships, it requires spending less time on
screens to foster connection among family members. This will provide opportuni-
ties in sharing one’s challenges and concerns, and that will help build trust among
family units.

Trust is not something that is gained instantaneously, rather need to be built

over time, and requires work. This is crucial in establishing cohesive families and
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out on organic peer engagement that builds social resilience. On the psychological
front, Excessive screen time during online education negatively affected attention
spans and disrupted sleep, both of which are crucial for emotional regulation and
cognitive growth. This turn toward online education has raised questions in Islamic
communities about whether it is compatible with a balanced lifestyle based on
Islamic teachings.

Alghafli, Hatch, and Marks (2014) point out that Muslim families face unique
challenges in balancing religious practices and family dynamics in the digital era.
Islam stresses balance, modesty, and active community engagement, but digital
education tends to contradict these values.

Community engagement and educational programs build resilience and rein-
force values aligned with Islamic teachings. These programs encourage learning
by distributing responsibilities among individuals. The importance of harmony and
moderation as emphasized in Islam, is participating actively in the community both
online and offline. Digital Education often challenges these beliefs; as a result, dig-
ital learning is at odds with experiences, for learning outcomes. Incorporating real
life experiences, with digital education allows children to enhance their skills while
enjoying learning opportunities online and in person.

Besides experiential learning, studies indicate that a community that offers pos-
itive role models to look up to, kids thrive, as it encourages social behaviors and
emotional development. The idea of community mirrors the values of compassion,
persistence and shared accountability in Islam. These efforts provide children with
a structured environment for educational accomplishments and a stronger con-
nection, to their faith and community.

Family Dynamics: Psychological Effects

Today’s changing society and family environment, greatly influence the de-
velopment and emotional well being in children in families. Technology screens
have become the main source of connections today, leading to disconnection and
therefore to physical separation between family members and psychological con-
sequences. The digital disconnection with decreased in person provision of so-

cial help and emotional bonding can make the family unit more susceptible to
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it hopes to offer insights into how we can make it through this new world without
losing sight of what makes us as human, our humanity.

This paper investigates the role of Muslim families with these challenges while
drawing attention to the negative effects of our virtual spaces becoming more and
more real. It suggests an important dialogue on how to best balance technological
advancement with human connection that must be preserved according shariah
in family and community.

Importance of Parental Involvement in Education: Educational Impact on
Family and Community Security

Research shows that parental involvement is an essential part of a child’s de-
velopment not only academically, but also social and emotional development
throughout their life. Research have shown that actively participating in your child
supervision has translated to success and better self-esteem and resilience. Ac-
cording to Epstein & Sanders (2002), partnerships between schools, families and
communities can lead to improved outcomes. According to research by the Nation-
al Center for Education Statistics, students with involved parents are more likely to
get good grades and test scores, attend school regularly, have better social skills,
behave well in school and graduate high school. Students who have the founda-
tional support of parental involvement in their life may likely be able to experience
changes with seamlessness and grace, demonstrating problem solving skills and a
solution focused approach, essential for social-emotional competencies. In Islam-
ic traditions parents are expected to guide their children in showing compassion
through community responsibilities.

Online learning has brought about changes, in how children grow and emotion-
ally as they progress through their developmental stages Online education offers
numerous advantages such as unprecedent access to educational materials Cer-
tain online platforms require a deeper level of interaction compared to traditional
classrooms which leads to the natural development of social skills. Research from
Frontiers in Psychology suggests that virtual interactions with children are often
brief and lack relational depth, like other findings in this field. The longer dura-

tion of online learning might increase social isolation and anxiety as children lose
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Introduction

A few decades ago, the Internet was a simple medium for communication and
information-sharing. Today, it is a vast, virtual, and increasingly immersive world.
Human relationships are changing dramatically with the 3D Internet - a virtual real-
ity that reimagines reality in ways that blur the lines between real and virtual exis-
tence. How we communicate, learn, and interact is changing completely. This seis-
mic shift creates difficulties for families and communities, particularly concerning
Islamic values of social cohesion, mutual responsibility, and emotional intimacy.

One big question in the digital age is: How do we get there? How do we adapt
and survive? What happens to the fabric of families and communities when vir-
tual interactions become fundamental interactions? The 3D Internet opens new
possibilities for connectivity and knowledge transfer but can also have disastrous
results for families and communities. The proliferation of online education, virtual
social spaces & digital communication tools has opened up new opportunities for
easy virtual engagement. However, this convenience often comes at the cost of
emotional connection, mental well-being, and a sense of belonging.

In this paper, | investigate the often-troubling interplay between technology,
mental well-being, social structures, and cultural values within family and commu-
nity dynamics. How do we keep familial relationships intact when children learn
from screens instead of in classrooms? How then does a collective responsibility
and support community, based on its values of being, exist in what could become
little more than an interface between digital avatars? But more importantly, how
do we keep those super vulnerable groups in society, children and old people, safe
from the whims of cyberspace when it offers everything but stands alone like a
hollow promise?

This paper will examine those questions and argue that the promises of the
3D Internet—which seem beautiful, grand, and breathtakingly innovative—stand
in opposition to protecting these social and emotional pillars on which all human
health and community homeostasis rely. It will require efforts within families and
communities to mitigate the harms caused by digital disconnection while ground-

ing them in values that prioritize connecting with each other. And in attempting to,
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Abstract:

In this paper | investigate the often-troubling interplay between technology,
mental well being, social structures and cultural values, within family and commu-
nity dynamics. How do we keep familial relationships intact when children learn
from screens instead of in classrooms? So how do values-based communities like
those of collective responsibility and support navigate in a world where digital av-
atars may take precedence over face-to-face contact? But more importantly, how
can we protect the emotional well being of people, especially the most vulnerable
in society: children and the elderly, when the virtual world promises connection
but often isolates?

In exploring these questions, this paper will show how the promises of the 3D
Internet are increasingly at odds with the need to protect those emotional and so-
cial foundations which are essential for human well being and community stability.
It will call for proactive interventions, within the family unit and across the com-
munity - to counteract the negative effects of digital disconnection while remain-
ing rooted in values that promote human connection. And in doing so, it hopes to
offer insights into how we can make it through this new world without losing sight
of what makes us human: our humanity. We have the capacity to connect, care for
and support each other.

While highlighting the negative consequences of our increasing immersion in
virtual spaces, this paper interrogates the role of Muslim families in light of these
challenges and proposes a critical discussion about the right balance between
technological progress and human relationships worth maintaining, within the

framework of Islamic teachings on family and community.
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